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The Malteser team would like to thank all those who 
contributed their words, stories and pictures to this edition. 
In particular, we would like to extend our grateful thanks to 

those who provided the beautiful photographs:

Downside Abbey
Kamen Pereira Fernandez

Louisa Grew
Lucy Mostyn

Lucy Sleeman
Alex Wright at Photo Lacaze

In addition we would also like to thank Joanna Whitaker for 
recording the stories told in ‘From One Generation to the 

Next’.
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The Malteser Team

CONTACT US

Hugo Whyte (Chairman)
chairman@omv.org.uk

Jack Straker (Secretary)
secretary@omv.org.uk

Jennie Haden (Safeguarding Officer) 
safeguarding@omv.org.uk

Imogen Whyte (Editor)
malteser@omv.org.uk

Catherine-Maria King (Head of Fundraising)
fundraising@omv.org.uk

Remembrance
remembrance@omv.org.uk

If you would like a member of the OMV to 
be placed in our remembrance book after 
they have passed away please 
e-mail with details.
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The OMV Committee Activity Organisers

Roberto Weeden-Sanz
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White Knights Ball
Organiser
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Letter from the Editor

Following on from the intensity of last year, with 
Great Britain hosting the International Holiday 
Camp, it is clear that the Order of Malta 
Volunteers (OMV) has refused to slow 
down in 2019. As you will see in this year’s 
edition of The Malteser, there were plenty 
of activities, trips, and pilgrimages to really 
get stuck into which we can now look 
back on full of fond and happy memories.

While it is wonderful that we have so much 
going on throughout the year for our guests and volunteers to get 
involved in, it remains equally important that we find time for faith 
and reflection within our busy lives. Therefore, it was my intention for 
this edition to bring some focus back to the importance of spirituality 
within our organisation. We are all united in the OMV by our shared 
values of care, compassion, and kindness and these values connect 
us to our faith and relationships with God as much as to each other.

I also aimed to highlight how the OMV continues to unite old and new 
values by maintaining our stable founding traditions while striving to 
move forward. In order to celebrate this, Joanna Whitaker has kindly 
compiled a series of interviews with volunteers past and present to 
give some fascinating insight into how the OMV has evolved over 
the years, and which core values have stayed firm. It is certainly 
worth a read whether you are a current volunteer or alumni!

In terms of moving forward, you can read about the exciting new 
adventure that some lucky members of the OMV embarked upon 
over the summer, joining the Spanish Order on the Camino de 
Santiago, and the recent shakeup of the committee structure.

I hope that you will enjoy reading this year’s edition of The 
Malteser and that you may find something in it to make 
you feel inspired, nostalgic, or even introspective!

Imogen Whyte
Editor
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Dear Friends,

2019 has seen our vibrant and outstanding 
charity, The Order of Malta Volunteers, 
continue to thrive and expand our horizons.  

We continue to accomplish our dreams, 
united in our belief that everyone, 
regardless of their physical, social, and 
emotional health, deserves a truly fulfilling 
and enriching life. We ensure that this is 
carried out through two methods. The 
first is to bring our guests with disabilities 
out on pilgrimages and activities where 
we treat them with an abundance of 
care and compassion so they can feel 
an even greater sense of belonging whilst 
bringing them closer to their faith. The 
second is to expose our young volunteers, 
many as young as seventeen, to working 
and living with those with disabilities; in 
doing so we teach them to show humility 
and understanding towards those less 
fortunate than themselves, and to grasp 
from an early age the importance of 
community, faith, and self-giving.

2019 has been a wonderful year for 
our charity. Our new Head of Activities, 
Richard Grew, and his dedicated team of 
activity organisers can boast a fantastic 
season of events and activities: The 
September pilgrimage in Walsingham, 
Christmas at Worth, Easter at Downside 
and in Vienna, followed by a busy summer 
in Lebanon, Lourdes, and the holiday 
camp in Ettal. There is plenty to look 
forward to reading about in this year’s 
edition of the Malteser, and hopefully 
we can inspire more readers to get 
involved with these activities next year.

As well as showcasing this past year’s 
success of our old favourites, I am very 
excited that the 2019 Malteser will feature 
something rather special and new. What 
makes us so unique as a charity is that 
we are made up of young and vibrant 

‘And if you give yourself to the hungry and satisfy 
the desire of the afflicted, then your light will rise 
in darkness and your gloom will become like 
midday.’ Isaiah 58:10

Letter from the Chairman

volunteers, yet we are built on the firm 
foundation of traditional Catholic faith 
and morals. This means that we value 
our traditions very highly, but strive to be 
innovative and to keep moving forward. 
This uniquely striking combination of our 
principles is perfectly epitomised in the 
decision to send four of our own OMV 
members on a brand new experience 
on the Camino de Santiago. It was a 
delight to be able to join up with the 
Spanish Order to take part in and trial this 
historic and famous journey, and I look 
forward to you all reading about it.

I would like to finish with some 
acknowledgments of thanks. We simply 
could not run as a charity if it weren’t for 
our volunteers, in particular, our chaplains, 
medics, activity organisers, trustees and 
of course those who faithfully do so 
much for us behind the scenes. I would 
like to extend a special and personal 
thanks to Hannah Field, Lizzie Narbeth, 
Roberto Weeden Sanz, Julia Ferrar, Charlie 
Hofton, Milo Fitzalan Howard, Jessica 
Fagan, Cosima Benson-Colpi and Beth 
Mackenzie who have concluded the 
terms of their roles within the OMV. I am 
extremely grateful for your hard work and 
faithful service. Lastly, I could not run this 
outstanding organisation without the help, 
hard work and support of my exceptional 
committee. It is a true blessing to work 
with such dedicated individuals, and I 
thank you all for your work this last year.

Enjoy the read!

Hugo Whyte
Chairman



When the OMV offered to take me to Vienna I jumped at the chance! 
I packed my case and I was off to the airport with euros in my pocket, 
ready for a week of adventure and laughter

I was given a yellow book packed with plenty of activities to do and 
sites to see. The hotel was near a bar, so, when we came back from a 
full day, we could sit out with a drink discussing what a fab day we had 
had.

Getting around town was so easy, as everything we did was in walking 
distance! Or, if it was a bit further, we could easily just hop on the train.

The art gallery was second to none! There was a lady with a box of 
earpieces who told us all about the artwork and this really brought the 
pieces to life.

One day, we were picked up by the Austrian Order of Malta who took 
us out of town to a monastery where we made a film about the time we 
had in Vienna. In the studio, they showed us how to put a programme 
together and there was dancing in it as well. After filming, we went into 
the church for mass.

On most days, we were out by lunchtime and we would have picnics 
in a park where there was a chance for me to lie barefoot on the grass 
and get a good tan.

On Easter Sunday I got dressed up in a shirt and tie for Mass in the 
cathedral. We were right up at the front and next to a full choir and 
orchestra. It was beautiful and took my breath away.

On the last evening together, we had a party to celebrate the week 
with food and entertainment, including a film showing what we got up 
to during the week, and an Easter egg hunt, which was fun.

I will never forget this Easter because of Vienna.

The Hills 
are Alive 
with the 
Sound of 
the OMV

Simon Pugsley (Pugs)
Guest on Easter Pilgrimage
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The Easter Pilgrimage in Vienna was an 
incredible way to spend this year’s Holy 
Week.

We soaked in the rich Viennese culture as 
we visited museums, palace gardens, and 
even a zoo. We enjoyed the hospitality of 
the cafes and restaurants where we had 
mammoth sized schnitzels and delicious 
apple strudel.

Fortunately, we had the pleasure of teaming 
up with the Austrian Order of Malta. On one 
day we were transported by a team of Order 
of Malta ambulances and visited a monastery 
where we had the joy of venerating a true 

Anthony Freely
Volunteer on Easter Pilgrimage

relic of the Holy Cross. On another, we had a 
fun filled ‘Friesenrock’ (Austrian Rock ‘n’ Roll) 
lesson from a lederhosen clad teacher, and 
both Brits and Austrian volunteers danced 
the night away at the Austrian Order of 
Malta headquarters.

For Easter Sunday we had the fortune of 
having the front two rows to ourselves for 
the service at St. Stephen’s Cathedral with 
the full orchestra and choir performing right 
next to us within touching distance. A truly 
special experience.

The Easter Pilgrimage was a wonderfully 
unique OMV trip; hopefully the first of many 
for me.

Where to begin? Perhaps with the invitation 
to go to Vienna which only gave me three 
weeks to respond. Well, who could turn that 
down??? From the time I met the group 
at the airport, I knew it was going to be 
wonderful. I was sharing a hotel room with 
Rosie and Luli, and two kinder girls you would 
be hard-pressed to find. We shared many 
laughs as well as tears of joy.

Our first visit was to a magnificent museum. 
Our guide was a lovely lady whose name 
escapes me as there is so much to see. 
Afterwards, a delicious picnic in a park; it 
was so enjoyable with lots of fresh food and 
drink and great company.

The next day we travelled on the underground 
to yet another church that was magnificent, 
and where we went to Mass on Monday 

Marlene Fish
Guest on First OMV Activity

and Thursday. It was so moving to see Sean 
having his feet washed there, and my heart 
was flying as the tears flowed from all of us. 
While a visit to the oldest Monastery where 
monks go for their learning was very cold 
and the Mass so long with over eighty monks 
remaking their vows, it was definitely a once 
in a lifetime experience for the whole group.

Mass in St. Stephen’s Cathedral on Easter 
Sunday was so fantastic it is hard to put into 
words. An orchestra and a huge choir with 
voices to move any of the statues in the 
church. We had a lovely lunch afterwards 
in a very nice restaurant. Our party in the 
evening was great fun, but it felt for me a 
little sad as tomorrow we had to head for 
home. Dr Mark was such a great help as 
was everyone else and I will never forget it. 
Thanks a million, Clare!
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Ever since way back in 1991, the OMV monthly 
mass has been bringing people together; young 
and old, students and professionals, first-time 
helpers and seasoned volunteers. It has always 
been a great way for people to stay in touch 
and come together as a community.

Taking place on the first Monday of every month 
at the Brompton Oratory, the services are 
organised by Clare Mostyn and are most often 
celebrated by the OMV’s head chaplain, Fr 
Edward van den Bergh, or a chaplain from one 
of the other OMV activities, in the side chapel of 
St Wilfrid’s at 7 pm sharp(ish).

Something that Pope Francis has previously 
spoken out about is how we do not go to mass 
to give something to God, but to receive from 
Him that which we truly need. The monthly 
mass allows people to take a quiet moment 
and to reflect on moments past and present, 
to prepare for another busy week and month 
ahead, to receive the grace and strength to 
remain faithful to His word, and to follow His 
commandment to love others.

As OMV tradition dictates, drinks often follow 
the mass, normally at The Bunch of Grapes, just 
down the road from the Brompton Oratory. This 
is where people really get to catch up with old 
friends and to talk with new members about 
what we do and why we love it.

The monthly mass is often the highlight of my 
month and is an event that feels like it takes 
an age to come around but is over in a flash. 
Whether you’re local to the area, just passing 
through, or simply need some time to reflect or 
to socialise, our monthly mass will fulfil its purpose 
and I highly recommend you come along.

Tim
e 

to
 R

efl
ec

t

Tom Macginnis
Volunteer
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EAT 
SLEEP 
PRAY 

RETREAT
This year I went on the Order of Malta 
Volunteers Easter Retreat at Downside 
Abbey for the first time and I cannot now 
think of a better way to celebrate Easter. 

The Easter Retreat takes place over the 
Triduum; it starts on Maundy Thursday with the 
Washing of the Feet Service, then continues 
through Good Friday and Holy Saturday, 
finishing on an exalting note with Mass on 
Sunday. The weekend is incredibly relaxed 
and gives lots of opportunities for prayer 
and reflection in the Abbey and beautiful 
grounds of Downside. There is also plenty of 
time to talk and get to know other volunteers 
by going for walks, playing rounders, and, of 
course, trips to the pub! 

The OMV group regularly joins the General 
Retreat at Downside throughout the weekend 
for talks, workshops, and at mealtimes. The 
events they ran were extremely interesting; I 
went to a testimony on Praying the Liturgy of 
the Office, and a talk on the Representation 
of the Cross and Crucifix in art. 

On Good Friday, we prayed the Stations of 
the Cross on a Cross Walk, and some were 
given the opportunity to carry the Cross. The 
walk has now been considerably shortened 

from nine miles to around two in the Somerset 
countryside. This was a very moving way to 
think about the Easter Story and be prayerful.

One moment from the Retreat that really 
stood out for me was after supper on Good 
Friday; everyone stopped chatting and the 
conversation turned to how we as young 
Catholics can practice our faith everyday. 
I found it very interesting and inspiring to 
be able to discuss faith in an informal and 
relaxed setting with friends and other like-
minded people.

The Services in the Abbey during the retreat 
were beautiful. I found the Easter Vigil 
especially poignant as, on this occasion, 
there was a Confirmation taking place, as 
well as someone receiving their Baptism, First 
Holy Communion, and Confirmation all in 
one go. This was then followed by the OMV 
‘Resurrection Party’; a celebration of Christ’s 
Rising from the Dead.  

The Easter Retreat is a wonderful way to 
celebrate Easter with OMV friends, and it is a 
hugely enriching and spiritual experience. A 
massive thank you must go to Hannah Field 
for organizing a fantastic weekend.

Lizzie Narbeth
Volunteer
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Cor ad cor loquitur – Prayer at the 
Heart of the OMV

What Should it 
Mean to You?

Fr Stephen Morrison O. Praem.
Magistral Chaplain

The famous motto of Blessed John Henry 
Cardinal Newman (who was canonised 
this October), Heart speaks to Heart, is a 
delightfully helpful image. It illustrates that 
our union with God is a conversation (what 
we call ‘prayer’), and that, therefore, all our 
work in this life is to be undertaken in a spirit 
of prayerful union with God. This prayer and 
spirituality is at the heart of the OMV life and 
mission; it is what sustains the practical help 
and support we are called to undertake for 
those less fortunate than ourselves. 

This year I was privileged to be chaplain to 
the OMV Lebanon camp. Anyone who has 
been on that camp and experienced the 
amazing project first-hand will know what I 
mean. It is as exhausting as it is edifying; it is as 
much a spiritual exercise as a practical one. 
It’s not that the chaplain simply provides the 

sacraments and the volunteers supply the 
elbow grease; rather, we are all called to 
give – to sacrifice – a physical effort, while 
not ignoring the spiritual element, for others 
and for ourselves. The chaplain’s role, I 
have discovered, is as much to support the 
volunteer as the Guest. 

For us Catholics, this is the most natural thing 
in the world, it’s how we live, it’s who we are. 
But for the “outside world”, it is a baffling 
prospect. We freely admit that our “fuel” 
needs to be partly material, partly spiritual. 
Yes, we need a good breakfast in the 
morning and a relaxing pint in the evening, 
but we also need the solid bedrock of prayer 
on which to begin our day, and a fortress of 
prayer to protect us at the end of the day. 
Throughout the day’s work and play, then 
our heart is in union with the heart of God, 
and one speaks to the other in prayerful 
conversation: Cor ad cor loquitur. No one 
leaves the Lebanon Camp unchanged… 
for, up that mountain at Chabrouh, like 
Moses on Sinai, we have encountered the 
face of God in the faces of the suffering and 
the downtrodden. When we come down, 
our hearts have grown a little. 

Newman once prayed in the following 
words, which we might as well all make our 
own, as members of the OMV:

“Stay with me, [Jesus], and then I shall begin 
to shine as Thou shinest: so to shine as to be 
a light to others. The light, O Jesus, will be all 
from Thee. None of it will be mine. No merit 
to me. It will be Thou who shinest through me 
upon others. O let me thus praise Thee, in the 
way which Thou dost love best, by shining 
on all those around me. Give light to them 
as well as to me; light them with me, through 
me. Teach me to show forth Thy praise, 
Thy truth, Thy will. Make me preach Thee 
without preaching — not by words, but by 
my example and by the catching force, the 
sympathetic influence, of what I do — by my 
visible resemblance to Thy saints, and the 
evident fullness of the love which my heart 
bears to Thee.” 

As members of the OMV, let us always be 
attentive to the spiritual depth of our work. 

The monthly Mass, the prayers of the Order, 
our patron Saints, our whole Christian life, 
all of it is directed towards the union of our 
hearts with God, who speaks to us as we 
speak to him. Then, the “catching force, the 
sympathetic influence” of our lives will be 
what allows us to work for the less fortunate 
as we ought, and be an example to others. 
“How do they do it?”, the world asks. We 

simply answer: “I speak to God, and He 
speaks to me. And when I serve Him in the 
poor and the sick, I look into His face, and He 
looks back at me.” 

May the recently canonised John Henry 
Newman pray for us!
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The Lebanese holiday camp was nothing like 
I expected it to be. Hearing from those who 
have done it previously, the informational 
emails, and my own personal experience on 
the Lourdes pilgrimage did not fully prepare 
me for what I experienced.

I ended up coming to Lebanon through a 
conversation going off on a tangent and 
turning into a summer plan. The camp can 
be difficult at times, especially for those who 
may not have much experience caring for 
those with mental and physical disabilities; 
due to the more personal nature of the camp 
and the presented language barrier. Helpers 
being given a guest to care for during the 
week allowed for, what I saw to be, a more 
personal and rewarding experience than I 
have ever gone through.

The communal functioning nature of the 
camp helped to alleviate any pressures 
one may face. Language barriers were 
soon broken down by the lovely Lebanese 
volunteers and through the close connections 
that were built up with the guests. Getting to 
learn what they like to do, the meanings of 
their facial expressions, and communicating 
with them through verbal and non-verbal 
means to understand the individual people 
that they are is a very humbling and intimate 
experience.  

Majdala, my guest, continued to amaze me 
as our week together went on. She wasn’t 
one to show much facial expression, being 
very content to sit outside for periods at a 
time without much obvious engagement. 
This, however, led to one of my most 
memorable moments of the camp when 

On Mountains High
Sean von Hagt
Volunteer

in trying to involve her in a camp activity, 
I saw her smile for the first time by handing 
her a bubble stick. This led to her dancing 
with me and showing me how intelligent she 
was by reading and writing for me, as well 
as showing and teaching me maths in both 
Arabic and English.

There were a wide range of camp activities, 
bringing enjoyment to both the helpers and 
the guests. Mutual makeup sessions, fancy 
dress, hand painting, and a day out to the 
beach kept it all very exciting throughout 
the week.

Lebanon as a country shocked me as well. 
The country itself being more Mediterranean 
in nature than Arabic was unknown to me. 
The camp, being in the mountains, provided 
beautiful sunsets and sunrises. Being so high 
up didn’t shield us from the heat however, 
so the tanning was constant.

My only regret about Lebanon was missing 
out on the two-week option by signing up 
too late. The relationship I managed to build 
up in the week with my guest shocked me, 
so much so that leaving was hard. Showing 
a week of care and affection to someone, 
with that being reciprocated back is so 
pure and unforgettable. The challenges of 
Lebanon as an activity, compared to other 
voluntary experiences I’ve had, made it so 
much more fulfilling and unforgettable. The 
daily sermons and evening hymns were so 
enriching and touching. If you have the 
opportunity to go to Lebanon I would urge 
you to seize it. Such a wholesome, humbling, 
experience which I will never forget.21
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My excitement for this year’s pilgrimage 
began as soon as I’d recovered from last 
year’s post-Lourdes blues. Describing our 
week in Lourdes is difficult as it’s such a unique 
and intimate experience with a huge range 
of emotions felt by all that can only be fully 
understood by those who have experienced 
it for themselves. Three years ago, as a first-
year, I was so nervous when waiting in the St 

Maddie Cooper
Volunteer

Frai Hospital for the arrival of our guests, and 
was quite daunted by the evident closeness 
and confidence of the other volunteers. I 
certainly never anticipated how much the 
OMV would mean to me and change my 
outlook on life.
 
In my eyes, the week is as special as it is 
because of the immense privilege felt by 

volunteers for the care they are able to give to the guests, especially in 
the beautiful and holy place that is Lourdes. The guests’ humility, patience, 
and trust is so inspiring; it is something I still cannot quite comprehend. 
Inevitably there were times when, for example, the correct coloured loop 
for hoisting was forgotten, but these mistakes are usually always met with 
giggles and a wonderful sense of humour that quite often leaves an entire 
room erupting into laughter.
 
Another reason the pilgrimage is so special is that in Lourdes one can 
spend time reflecting on their faith, which is so refreshing when compared 
to our everyday lives. Night Prayers is always a favourite as it’s a time to 
reflect on the busy day and enjoy the candlelit beauty of the Grotto. Both 
processions are also very memorable and moving, with many people of 
different nationalities coming together to pray. 
 
It’s remarkable how spending just one week with people can lead to such 
great friendships. I think that the bonds and feelings of togetherness that 
exist in the OMV are down to having shared such moving and difficult 
experiences. The end of pilgrimage party is a great event to see the 
closeness between volunteers and guests alike, with performances and 
prizes to be enjoyed by all. Ultimately Lourdes has an atmosphere that I 
had never felt before, which is why I already have the 2020 pilgrimage in 
my calendar!

Lourdes, 
What a 
Miracle!



Although this was only my second time at Lourdes, I have to say that I very much 
enjoyed myself.  While it is primarily a religious pilgrimage, it is also an opportunity 
for learning and experience. There you can not only learn about the history and the 
landmarks but also about yourself as a person even if you are not religious.  As you 
can see, I found my trip inspiring and I can only hope that what I have written can 
inspire others to go and experience it for themselves.

Poem by Jaden:

OMV

We have broken bread and dined together 
shared our experiences round the dining table 
our bodies fed by the food we have consumed 
our minds nourished by the joy of friendly company
Bonds have been forged with laughter’s fire
as positive feelings fuelled the gentle flames 
many will continue to glow for a long time afterwards 
even if it is in the depths of our hearts
We travelled by the direction of the fathers 
providing us with guidance whenever needed 
a clear beacon in even the roughest waters 
their words helping to quiet doubt’s raging storms
Alas the time for parting is painful 
as we return to our own homes and jobs 
carrying with us memories of the past few days 
they sparkle in the darkness of the past like diamonds 
whenever the light of our recollections should shine on them
Though we are not bound by the blood in our veins 
we are brought through a common belief 
all have been accepted and welcomed here 
together united as a caring family

Jaden Knight
Guest



I have never been pushed so far out of my comfort zone as I was for 
my first time in Lourdes on the OMV’s 2019 pilgrimage. Each day I spent 
there brought me a fresh array of new challenges and obstacles to be 
considered and overcome, some of which left me in situations I had 
never thought I would find myself in. And yet, my reflection upon the 
week is that the experience was overwhelmingly positive.

After some thought, I have since concluded that the main reason for 
this fond recollection concerns the totally unique role of the individual 
on the Lourdes pilgrimage. Through duties, deeds, and interactions 
with other pilgrims, each and every person is made to feel completely 
crucial to the success of the trip. Not only does this attitude of shared 
responsibility benefit the overall efficiency of the pilgrimage, but, 
crucially, it also means that every person taking part values themselves 
as vital to the various activities, the personal experiences of those 
around them and of the organisation as a whole.

The Lourdes pilgrimage is, therefore, often referred to as a ‘family 
experience’, and for good reason. Every person, whether staying in the 
hotel or in the St. Frai, plays a significant role in the experience of those 
around them for the duration of their time spent in Lourdes. Alongside 
the significance of these roles comes a certain unspoken expectation 
for each pilgrim to be dependable for each other. The daily range and 
variability of emotions experienced by the pilgrim, whether helper or 
guest, is such that every individual constantly needs to be there for one 
another. It is this anonymous but consistent dependability that forms 
the cohesion within the Lourdes pilgrimage ‘family’, and which makes 
the experience so special. The family that comprises the OMV Lourdes 
pilgrims is really at the core of how each excursion is carried out, each 
challenge is considered, and each obstacle is overcome. It is, for me, 
the most valuable part of the pilgrimage, and the part which will draw 
me back next year and for more years to come.

Freddie zu Wied
Volunteer
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When I was asked to write about the OMV’s 
annual pilgrimage to Walsingham, I was 
rather apprehensive at first. After all, almost 
a year had passed! However, as clichéd as 
the following may sound, fond memories 
of time spent with friends from across the 
Order came flooding back, memories that 
certainly seem to span far longer than one 
short weekend.
 
Arriving in Stratford, I was immediately 
greeted by familiar faces. Although this was 
only my second pilgrimage with the OMV, 
the paradox of Lourdes, a site abuzz with 
pilgrims, and yet one where worldly concerns 
lose their importance, ensures that strangers 
do not remain so for long, and neither did 
the pilgrims I met at Walsingham.
 
The Walsingham pilgrimage is quite 
different from Lourdes, perhaps a reflection 
of the Shrine itself. Nestled in the Norfolk 
countryside, this medieval site, often 
known as England’s Nazareth, was only 
restored in the late 19th century. Following 
a tumultuous history, as evidenced by the 
ruins of the Abbey, Walsingham is now the 
heart of Marian spirituality for Catholics, 
Orthodox, and Anglicans alike in the country 
that we hope may again be known as ‘Our 
Lady’s Dowry’. This is a hope embodied in 
the form of the appropriately eponymous 
Ordinariate. In this ecumenical spirit, we 
were warmly welcomed by the Anglican 
Shrine for the Sprinkling, an expression of our 
shared devotion to Our Lady. Praying five 
decades of the Rosary as a pilgrimage in the 
Abbey grounds was a wonderful expression 
of hope, and also an opportunity to reflect 
on England’s Marian heritage, and her 
history of martyrs and saints. As I was brought 
up in one of Europe’s main centres of Marian 
devotion, Częstochowa, this aspect of 
Walsingham was especially striking.

A Quintessentially English 
and Holy Weekend

Far quieter than its French counterpart, this 
pilgrimage also unites the Order in prayer 
and companionship, allowing members 
of different branches to discover how 
others live the Order’s charism. I found this 
particularly valuable, as I was about to start 
university then; the friends I met during that 
weekend are ones that I still often see at 
our chaplaincy and at Companions events. 
This companionship, in true Chestertonian 
fashion, is lived out in the local pub, the 
Bull Inn. Guests and pilgrims alike took the 
opportunity to take a break with a pint and 
excellent conversation, as expected from 
the OMV.
 
The Walsingham pilgrimage was also a 
humbling experience in many ways, similarly 
to Lourdes. Few of us had ever had the 
opportunity to assist another person as closely 
as we do when we become members of the 
OMV, often helping with daily activities that 
we take for granted. I will not repeat oft-
quoted platitudes about gratitude. Rather, 
I was struck by the kindness and patience 
of our guests in dealing with my often-
inept attempts to assist. In our rushed lives, 
this sense of patience is one that we can 
certainly take from this sanctuary, and from 
any OMV pilgrimage.
 
Perhaps this is akin to the paradoxical 
permanence of Walsingham, standing still 
despite its destruction. Walking the Holy Mile 
in procession, with a statue of Our Lady on our 
shoulders, the Order flag above us and with 
rosaries in our hands, I could easily imagine 
walking in the footsteps of pilgrims, many of 
them saints, canonised or otherwise.
I would, therefore, like to take up this 
opportunity to thank my fellow pilgrims for 
their company and organisation of this 
pilgrimage, and our hosts at the Shrine for 
their hospitality, especially Mgr Armitage, 
the Rector. I would also like to invite anyone 
interested to join us, whether for good 
company, personal prayer and reflection, or 
experiencing England’s Nazareth, or better 
yet, all of the above!
 
Our Lady of Walsingham,
pray for us, pray for England!

Krzysztof Herka
Volunteer
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The OMV Christmas reunion is always a 
joyous occasion, filled with carols, arts 
and crafts, and lots of cups of tea. Most 
importantly, though, it has given me a 
chance, as I’m sure everyone would 
agree, to get to know other people, 
guests and helpers alike, in more depth, 
making other OMV gatherings to follow 
all the more enjoyable.

The Most 
Wonderful 

Time 
of the Year

We spend the weekend in St Bruno’s 
house in the glorious winter grounds 
of Worth Abbey. This last reunion, we 
started the activity with supper, and then 
night prayers in the abbey with just our 
group in the church, where we were all 
given a chance to pray for each other’s 
needs. After evening drinks, we got some 
rest ready for the following day. Most 

volunteers shared a room with a guest, 
which is something really special about 
the reunion, since it allows for more 
meaningful friendships and, of course, 
gives the guests the one-on-one care 
that they deserve.

Our Saturday was all about preparing 
for the Christmas dinner in the evening, 
so we set about making decorations 
to fill the living room, singing carols and 
festive tunes as we went along. We all 
then went on a walk around the Worth 
grounds and, in a typical OMV style, 
soldiered on through torrential rain for 
the annual reunion photograph in the 
abbey’s Quiet Garden. After evening 
prayers and dinner, we celebrated with 
the much-anticipated party, which 
included the OMV-specific ‘12 Days of 
Christmas’, eating competitions, and, 
most importantly, a surprise visit from 
Father Christmas (or rather, a disguised 
Simon Pugsley), who brought festive 
gifts for our guests. Of course, as with 
every OMV gathering, the evening was 
rounded up with a big sing-song, finishing 
with a joyful chorus of Rise and Shine. 
This year, the reunion was particularly 
popular, so the room was especially full. 
It was such a happy sight to see so many 
OMV members, old and new, enjoying 
the festivities together, dancing and 
singing, as one big group. It is the perfect 
atmosphere to make and develop 
lasting friendships, as well as to catch up 
with old friends. 

On Sunday, we celebrated the parish 
mass in the abbey, and then enjoyed 
lunch in the house before departing. 

This year’s reunion was, as always, a 
really special weekend, and the perfect 
relaxed and happy end to the year, just 
before Christmas. A huge thank you must 
go to Lizzie Narbeth, who organised the 
activity so well, as she had done for 2 
years, and to everyone else who helped 
make our stay at Worth so great. I look 
forward to many more reunions to come, 
and really encourage people to sign up 
for next year’s reunion.

Esther McPherson
Volunteer
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DISCOS, Food, 
Palaces, and Prayer

Even though it was new meeting all the 
people at the airport, I liked getting to know 
everyone. I met Will who studied history, and 
everyone was really friendly. We travelled by 
plane and bus to Ettal, near the border of 
Austria, and we stayed in a monastery. The 
dormitory I slept in was like in Harry Potter, only 
different because there were no wizards.
 
My favourite thing about the trip were the 
discos, and I danced both by myself and 
with others. The international night was really 
great, I especially liked the Belgian waffles 
and the Canadian maple syrup pancakes. 
The Spanish food was good, like the cheese 
and meat, and so was the Lebanese falafel, 
hummus, and cheese dip. I also met some 
people from the Irish group and I told them 
I had Irish roots. We also went on a few day 

Ed Stoner
Guest

trips. There were the palaces of King Ludwig II, 
which each represent the sun and the moon. 
One of them was called Linderhof Palace, 
and the other was called Herrenchiemsee 
Palace. They were built in the style of the 
Palace of Versailles as a copy, but with a 
Bavarian twist on things. The mass was in the 
Basilica in Munich, and it took quite a short 
time.

My time in Germany was an eventful one with 
lots of experiences, like going to the sun and 
moon palaces and to Oberammergau to 
see a museum all about wood carving and 
our Christian God. The helpers were totally 
awesome about everything as well and 
they are really rad to look after us. Germany 
was the bomb, which means it was totally 
awesome!

International Holiday Camp is such a unique 
experience. No other activity provides quite 
the same opportunity to make friends from 
across the world and feel instantly part of 
something so special. From dancing the 
nights away in the disco to working your way 
through ten fancy dress costumes, everyone 
throws themselves into the various activities 
wholeheartedly, and is made to feel equally 
important whether they are a guest or a 
helper on their fourth camp. 

Everyone’s tastes and wishes are catered for, 
whether you’re an aspiring paraglider or a 
Chelsea football fan eager to visit the Bayern 
Munich stadium, if only to remind them of 
a legendary victory. We were extremely 
lucky to be able to experience the best of 
Germany and its culture, including visiting 
one of King Ludwig II palaces, being treated 
to lunch in a Munich brewery, and our very 
own Oktoberfest, where team GB had to be 
dragged away from the bouncy castle and 
fast cars. 

As well as going out to explore the many 
wonders Germany had to offer, we were 
also entertained onsite. Riding a camel 
and holding a giant snake, our guests were 
definitely braver than the helpers! While 
some were running away from the snakes, 
others enjoyed delicious cakes and the boys 
were thoroughly pampered, being treated 
to makeovers at the MAC makeup stand. 
The service dog display was incredibly 
impressive and definitely a highlight for Team 
GB’s animal lovers.

International night always provides some 
of the best entertainment. It is a chance 
for everyone to appreciate not only their 
own but also our new friends’ cultures and 

national delicacies, although, of course, 
the queue for the Pimms remains the 
longest, staffed by helpers clad in Union 
Jack pyjamas. The evening featured dirndls 
aplenty, limitless Belgian waffles, and a 
few too many American cocktails; it was a 
complete international celebration. A gala 
night presented an opportunity to smarten 
up, put on our best dresses (and kilts) and 
rock and roll the night away. This was 
followed by an epic silent disco where you 
could be your own DJ, choosing from three 
channels of brilliant tunes. Disney anyone? 
I think everyone would agree that the real 
highlight of the week came from the amazing 
piano concert put on by our very own Team 
GB member, Miriam. It was remarkable that 
alongside her own repertoire she was able 
to appease her excited audience throwing 
in requests.

It is incredible how a group of people 
can make so much noise on the dance 
floor, and also create such a deep silence 
in the church. The quiet night with the 
basilica glowing red in the candlelight was 
something I’ll never forget. The atmosphere 
created was palpable, with so many in deep 
reverence listening to the music and prayers 
by candlelight. It was truly amazing.

Thanks must go to the organisers and every 
member of the brilliant Team GB, including 
our fearless leaders. The Beauty and the 
Beast production, led by our director Olly, 
was worthy of the West End, while two of 
our helpers, Will and Ollie, really captured 
the souls of the wardrobe and candlestick 
respectively. Friends and memories to last 
a lifetime were cemented, and the laughs 
we had will continue to be remembered for 
years to come.

Tabby Nelham Clark
Volunteer



On the 
Beaten Track

In August, four intrepid British girls joined 
the Spanish Association of the Order of 
Malta’s annual pilgrimage to Santiago de 
Compostela.

With the help of specialised ‘Joelette’ 
wheelchairs, the Spanish Association have 
found a way of making the world’s most 
famous walking pilgrimage – the thousand 
year old Camino de Santiago – fully 
accessible.

The 110km “Way on Wheels” seemed like 
a daunting challenge, but it didn’t take 
long for us to get used to the mechanics 
of the chairs, the very early starts, the high 
temperatures, and even the fact that the 
Spanish mix red wine with fizzy water! Very 
soon ‘Equipo Ingles’ were part of the Spanish 
family and we got into the routine of the 
Camino. 

As we walked each stage – various sections 
between Fromista and Santiago – our spirits 
were kept up by a soundtrack of Disney 
classics and beautiful Rosary recitations led 
by Anna. We passed acres of sunflowers, 
vineyards, tiny villages with secret chapels, 
and hailed all passers-by with ‘Buen Camino’.

Having finished our walking by lunchtime, 
the afternoons were a time for tapas, siestas, 
and celebrating Mass in one of the many 
beautiful Order of Malta churches to be 
found along the pilgrimage route.

As our destination drew nearer, the 
anticipation rose (despite the aching legs 
and torrential rain) and it was with great 
emotion that we finally walked into the 
main square of Santiago de Compostela to 
the sound of bagpipes and applause from 
tourists and fellow pilgrims. 

Whether pushing or being pushed, each 
pilgrim carried their own physical and spiritual 
limitations. These were collectively offered 
up at the tomb of St James the Apostle, as 

each in turn hugged the great statue of the 
Saint and received a scallop shell badge – 
the symbol of the Camino – as a reminder 
that St James stays with us as we continue 
our daily pilgrimage.

This was a wonderful opportunity to spend 
time with amazing volunteers from another 
part of the Order and share this journey with 
them. We are so incredibly grateful to the 
Spanish Association for allowing us to join 
such a life-changing experience, creating 
a unique pilgrimage filled with so much 
joy, love and laughter and for helping us to 
make Anna’s dream of reaching Santiago 
a reality. 

This is just one example of the many wonderful 
pilgrimages being organised by different 
Associations of the Order around the world, 
all of which are open to volunteers from any 
country. Take some time to investigate and 
see what you could get involved with.

Ruth Stanley
Pilgrim
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¡Buen Camino!

On the 27th of March I received an invitation 
from the Spanish Association of the Order of 
Malta to join them with a small British group 
for a pilgrimage to Camino de Santiago. I 
was so delighted and wrote straight back to 
say how much I wanted to go!  

On Wednesday the 31st of July I met with 
Ruth, Izzy and Catherine, and we had 
together an enjoyable flight to Madrid.

Soon after, I had the pleasure of meeting up 
with the inspiring and amazing people on 
the Camino from many different countries.  
When we were walking through towns and 
villages, the pilgrims greeted us with the 
phrase: ‘Buen Camino,’ which means ‘have 
a good journey’.

 In my own group, I got to know the other 
helpers who told me interesting stories along 
the way, and we were singing many songs. 
The Spanish helpers said the rosary every 
day on the Camino, and we had also a few 
quiet moments for reflection. 

Camino essentials:

“We ask you, oh God, to protect these pilgrims who, for the love of your name, 
make their way to Compostela. Be for them, a companion along the way, a 
guide at the crossroads, encouragement in tiredness, defence in danger, shelter 
on the road, shadow in the heat, light in the dark, comfort in discouragement 
and keep them firm in their purpose. We pray that with Your assistance, Lord, they 
may joyfully reach the end of their path, strong in faith, joyful in hope, generous 
in charity and return home blessed and refreshed.”

Pilgrims’ Blessing received in Ponferrada

The food was delicious, especially the 
packed lunches.

We discovered many pretty 
churches and learned some 
of the history of these places. 
We also visited a memorable 
monastery, where we 
were admiring the beautiful 
architecture and paintings.

The most difficult parts were starting each 
day, as early as six o’clock. In order to avoid 
the strong midday sun, we had to walk 
during the early hours. The weather was truly 
lovely except for the final two days, when 
we experienced the torrential rain.

When we arrived in Santiago, all the pilgrims, 
who were already there, gave us a warm 
welcome. I was extremely emotional at the 
final stage of the Camino, but at the same 
time so delighted that I had managed to 
complete it. I gave a hug to St. James’s 
statue and also visited his grave. 

I am truly grateful to the Spanish group 
for letting me come on this pilgrimage.   I 
would encourage anyone to go. This was, 
to me, the opportunity of a lifetime, a great 
challenge, but such a rewarding one!!!

Anna Zaloga
Pilgrim

Cycling gloves – how to overcome sweaty palms when pushing a wheelchair 
for 4 hours in 35 degrees!

Factor 50 sun cream – perhaps the British shouldn’t camino in August…

Beige explorer hat – you might not think that you would ever own one, but 
it just became your favourite wardrobe essential.

Waterproofs – (preferably with an Order poncho as well, just in case).

Earplugs – You never know who might be sharing your dormitory!



From One Generation to the Next

Exclusively for this year’s edition of the Malteser, Joanna Whitaker interviewed four pairs 
of representatives from families with current and ex-volunteers from separate generations 
to offer a reflection on the OMV past and present; how the OMV has changed and not 
changed!  Each of the parents featured continues to be involved in some way with the 
British Association of the Order of Malta (BASMOM) and/or the Companions of the Order of 
Malta (CoM).  The interviews also reveal that volunteer interest in the OMV is thriving, now 
with around 150 second (or even third) generation volunteers. This familial structure is the 
foundation of many treasured memories and lasting friendships.

Participants: 

Father, Robin Elwes and eldest Son, Peter 
Father, Duncan McKechnie and younger Daughter, Florence 
Mother, George Elwes (née Rapinet) and youngest Son, Barney
Mother, Roddy Straker (née Chichester Constable) and elder Daughter, Izzy

OMV Stories – Parents, Sons and Daughters

Robin: I didn’t really have a choice when it 
came to getting involved with the OMV as 
both my parents are/were members of the 
Order of Malta and my sister was running the 
ward in the Lourdes hospital at the time.  That 

was in 1983 and we all stayed at the Family 
Hotel behind the Accueil Ste Bernadette.

Peter: An unfortunate cancellation of a 
natural history trip to Namibia in 2018 meant 

What about your role(s), 
contact and involvement – 
then and now?

that I had to find a suitable alternative.  
Lourdes, I was told, was the thing for me.  
Initially, I was reluctant to go but now – two 
years later – I can safely say that, like my 
father, I haven’t looked back.

Duncan: My first introduction to the OMV 
was in a pub in 1984 when Adrian and Guy, 
then Chairman and ‘Chief Brancardier’ 
respectively, were in need of a Treasurer – 
which I duly became!  From that unpromising 
beginning, much has flowed.

Florence: I grew up watching my four older 
siblings, various cousins and both parents go 
to Lourdes each summer either with the OMV 
or the Order.  Having heard endless stories 
about helping the guests, lots of Masses and 
the famous Bronx rosé, I was eager to follow 
in their footsteps.

George: My great grandfather, grandfather 
and father were Knights.  My mother was 
a Dame.  They only mentioned it but I was 
intrigued.  I was the only person to go in my 
Year from Woldingham in 1982 – since then, 
I never looked back.

Barney: Given my family’s involvement, both 
my parents and my two older brothers had 
all been to Lourdes with the OMV, I had 
always heard good things about it and we 
also had a talk at school.  A lot of my friends 
were going too and my first year was 2017.

Roddy: In 1981 two OMVers came to St. 
Mary’s Ascot to address a roomful of Sixth 
Formers about the OMV and the Lourdes 
Pilgrimage.  The fact that they were dashing 
and charming had absolutely nothing to 
do with my signing up immediately for that 
summer’s pilgrimage!

Izzy: Mum dragged me along to the 
2008 Walsingham pilgrimage as I’d been 
suspended from school for (allegedly) 
smoking a cigarette on school grounds.  
Presumably, she hoped I’d reflect upon this 
sinfulness and return to school a pious and 
law-abiding citizen.  Then I met other OMV 

How, when, why did you first get involved with the OMV?

smokers and all hopes were dashed.  I was 
hooked – on the OMV, that is!

Robin:  I went to Lourdes with the OMV until 
my early 30’s.  During that time, I was ‘Chef 
de Baggages’, Equipe Leader and general 
‘dogsbody’.  I am now a Knight but, due to 
family and work, I have yet to fully embrace 
my role.  That said, I keep up to date with 
the Order and occasionally volunteer at the 
Companions’ Soup Kitchen.

Peter:  I’ve been going for two years now as 
a general helper.  I’m on the OMV mailing list, 
the Facebook group and endeavour to get 
involved in the extra-Lourdes activities like 
the Soup Kitchen, and I went to Walsingham 
in September.

Duncan:  I went to Lourdes with the OMV six 
times and was Treasurer, general helper and 
sometime party performer. We returned in 
2013 for the 40th Lourdes pilgrimage taking 
Florence (aged 11) with us.  After years of 
sending our children to Lourdes with the 
OMV, Dominique and I contacted BASMOM 



What is your outstanding 
memory of your time with the 
OMV?

in 2011, joined the Companions first and 
then the Order in 2015.

Florence:  Whilst I remembered parts of the 
St Frai and some of the guests from following 
my siblings around aged 11, it was great to 
finally experience the Lourdes ‘magic’ as a 
general helper.  I love seeing pictures from 
various OMV activities and gatherings on 
Facebook and hope to attend some more 
Thursday Night Soup Kitchens when I am not 
at school.

George:  I went to Lourdes with the OMV 1982 
– 1990 then once after Ben and I married.  
I was a general helper, Equipe Leader for 
five years (apparently a bit scary!), OMV 
Secretary and on the White Knights Ball 
Committee for three years, then the WKB 
Organiser for another three.  I went with the 
Knights in May a few times.  All three of our 
sons keep us up to date and we go to 
the WKB when feeling flush enough!

Barney:  I went to Lourdes in 
2017 and 2019 – both times 
as a general helper and I 
intend to get more involved 
with other activities.  I keep 
in touch through my family 
and friends, Facebook, the 
OMV mailing list and this, The 
Malteser magazine.

Roddy:  I did OMV Lourdes for six years, 
Equipe Leader three times and five WKB 
committees.  Having finally admitted to 
being too old for the OMV, I have been with 
BASMOM to Lourdes around thirty times, 
including as team leader and housekeeper, 
but being a general helper is what I love most 
of all.  I keep in touch via the OMV mailing 
list, other activities (Walsingham, Lebanon), 
Companions, BASMOM and, most of all, my 
family.

Izzy:  Since 2010 I’ve been a Ward 
Coordinator, an Equipe Leader and mostly 
a general helper.  In 2016, I reached the 

promised land of the ‘Soutiens’ – the French 
word for ‘old people’.  I hope to coast along 
for a couple more years until I admit my 
age and join the real Soutiens in May.  Then 
there’s the OMV mailing list, Walsingham, 
Lebanon, Christmas Reunion, White Knights 
Ball, the Facebook group – and I can always 
count on Mum or my brother, the incumbent 
OMV Secretary, to remind me about some 
activity or other.

Robin:  The friendships forged with guests and 
knowing that Our Lady and her son, Jesus, 
are constantly present in my life. The massive 
advantage of having Peter involved is that I 
get to relive my OMV days. God willing, both 
his brothers will join him.  That will be a very 
proud day for both Clare and me.

Peter:  The pervasive sense of 
companionship and community 

amongst the guests and 
helpers. I’d add that it’s 
been really cool meeting 
some of the guests that my 
father knew – the continuity 
is incredible.

Duncan: In addition to all the 
good things of helping people, the 

Bronx, feeling tired and lots of ‘church 
things’, the endless singing of ‘Rise and 
Shine’, it was in Lourdes that I met Dominique 
(née Bishop) and proposed – on my knees 
outside the Hotel Moderne, emboldened 
by Bronx beer.  We married in 1986 and our 
final year with the OMV was in 1989 with our 
eldest child, Max, then seven months old 
(see photograph).

Florence:  This summer was my first official 
year with the OMV, and I absolutely loved 
it!  As clichéd as it sounds, I don’t think I can 
pick one ‘outstanding memory’. ‘Rise and 
Shine’ was, of course, brilliant, but so was 
the candle-lit procession, the Laying on of 
Hands Mass, hilarious evenings in the Bronx 

and I really feel I have made friends for life…
no proposal outside the Bronx for me yet!

George:  Obviously meeting my husband, 
and all our children have godparents from 
that time in our lives and they are still our 
closest friends.  I remember carrying the 
malades (as we called guests then) up 
the big Stations of the Cross in bare feet.  
What were we thinking?  Most importantly, 
meeting numerous incredible and inspiring 
people who certainly shaped me and who 
taught me so much – such generosity of spirit 
and so trusting of the malades to allow us 
to care for them.... with NO training in those 
days!  So many of them taught us so much 
at a time when we were working out who 
we were. Such humility and calm and hilarity 
– how we laughed and cried!

Barney:  A simple answer – all of James G’s 
(Guest) hugs!

Roddy:  This question is totally unfair! If you 
imagine everything good about home 
that’s life-sustaining: family, love, loyalty, 
forgiveness, tolerance, sharing, teasing, 
laughter, friendship, consolation, support, 
core values, and faith.  That’s the OMV for 

me.

Izzy:  What she said!  I like to remember the 
first moment I felt the ‘I have no idea what 
I’m doing!’ fear morphing, necessarily, into 
‘Let’s do this!’ while a guest demonstrated a 
patience nothing short of miraculous.
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YOUR SUPPORT
I’m sure many of you will agree that the OMV is a charity that gives so much to many 
people. Countless numbers of us have had life altering experiences through the OMV. 
Members have made lifelong friendships, met spouses and discerned their vocations 
through the OMV. Just think about what would be different about your life without the 
OMV!

You can continue to support the work of the OMV through financial support. With 
your support the OMV can continue to bring good to the lives of it’s: Hospital Pilgrims, 
Guests and their families and young volunteers.

Thank you for your much appreciated support!

Leave a gift in your will

Getting married, having a baby or moving house? These joyous life events are often a 
time when we create or update our wills. 

When members leave a gift to the OMV in their will it makes a big difference to 
keeping the OMV thriving. Leaving even a small percentage will have a big impact 
on continuing what you love about the OMV. 

To find out more about what you can do to continue supporting the OMV please get 
in touch with Catherine-Maria King - fundraising@omv.org.uk
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January 12th 2019 saw one thousand 
volunteers, Knights, Dames, patrons, and 
friends descend upon the Grosvenor 
House Hotel in Park Lane for the 42nd 
White Knight’s Ball.

It is a special evening for the OMV as 
is it not just a chance for old and new 
friends to celebrate the charity which 
has brought them together, but it is also, 
of course, our main fundraiser. This year 
we raised a staggering £80,000 and the 
committee would like, again, to thank 
everyone who attended, donated, bid, 
and worked on the night of the ball for 
their generous support which enables the 
OMV to continue running and expanding 
their programmes and touching more 
lives.

The evening began with the attendees 
catching up and checking out our 
fantastic Silent Auction and Raffle lots over 
a sparkling wine reception and delicious 
three-course dinner. Speeches from the 
Master of Ceremonies, James Poston, 
the new OMV Chairman, Hugo Whyte, 
and the Ball Organiser, Roberto Weeden-
Sanz, kept the guests entertained and 
informed about all the OMV’s activities 
and successes in between games of 
Heads and Tails, and, of course, the raffle 
and Silent Auction. Soon we were all 
rocking and rolling until the early hours 
to the fantastic sounds of Madhen, and 
DJs Jasper Wong and Bez Adeosun, and 
it was an evening we never wanted to 
come to an end.

I look forward to seeing you in January 
for the 43rd (and, hopefully, biggest and 
best) White Knights Ball!

Victoria Paines
Prizes Coordinator, 
White Knights Ball Committee 2019

A Knight 
in Park Lane
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