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It is hard to believe that this 
year witnessed the election 
of our new Chairman, Hugo 
Whyte.  It seems like just last 
week Eddie Pease was him-
self elected.  I would like to 
thank Eddie for all his efforts 
over the last four years, and 
for the calm and positive 
energy he brought to every 
activity or event.  Later in this 
Edition interviews with both 
Eddie and Hugo, will, I hope, 
give some insights on the 
former’s perspectives and 
achievements, and on what 
makes the latter’s OMV clock 
tick.  I wish Hugo all the best 
of luck! 

It was the great honour of 
the OMV this year to host the 
International Holiday Camp, 
at Treloars College in Hamp-
shire.  I cannot thank the all of 
the organising team enough 
for their dedication and pas-
sion in bringing it all togeth-
er; they really pulled off the 
most wonderful week.  

I was thrilled to be made 
‘Link’ for the Italian Team and 
had a wonderful week get-
ting to know them, at regu-
lar intervals being made to 
laugh till my eyes watered, 
and being moved to tears 
in equal measures.  I would 

like to thank them as well for 
adding so much warmth, vi-
brancy and joyfulness to my 
experience of the Camp.   

It was of course a Camp 
filled with quintessential 
Britishness, complete with 
an endless list of classics 
from afternoon teas, the 
Beatles, fish and chips on 
the Isle of Wight, a pack of 
Beagles, Harry Potter, and 
being piped into our Open-
ing Mass by a Pipe Band.  In-
deed, so much at the heart of 
all things British did we feel, 
and so numerous were the 
cut outs of the Royal Family 
at our Red White and Blue 
disco, that one of the foreign 
guests assured me the Duch-
ess of Cornwall had actually 
been present - probably to 
take photos with the Grand 
Master he informed me.

The spiritual life of the Camp 
was beautifully orchestrat-
ed, and integral to the ex-
perience.  Classrooms were 
transformed into four re-
markably stunning chapels in 
which different Teams organ-
ised their own Masses and 
moments of prayer.  On the 
Wednesday, the Feast of the 
Assumption, after our day 
at Arundel Castle, we held 

a candlelit procession in the 
evening around the College, 
ending in Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament.  It was 
an honour to have the Grand 
Master with us during this, 
and while some were taken 
aback by Adoration in the al 
fresco, to be in silent candle 
lit prayer beneath the open 
sky, which that night at least 
was studded with stars, was 
incredibly beautiful.  Further-
more, the Camp’s theme – Be 
Courageous (1 Cor 16.13) 
– was one which resonated 
with everyone at different 
levels for different reasons, 
and which encourages us all 
to have the courage to find 
and follow the path God has 
set out for each of us. 

However, what marked the 
Camp as quite unique my 
OMV experience were the 
daily discos.  A real highlight 
for all I believe; I for one have 
never been to parties quite 
like them.  Certainly, often the 
discos can be a particularly 
special aspect of the week 
for our guests, being around 
so many friends and other 
young people, dancing until 
the early hours of the morn-
ing.  However, equally I think 
it is their presence that gives 
us helpers a great gift.  The 
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enthusiasm and inventiveness 
of the dance moves was phe-
nomenal, and I have never 
felt so free to let loose myself.  
Their undiluted joy in the mu-
sic, the company and the gen-
eral atmosphere, was a true 
lesson in many ways.  People 
speak of how the Camps have 
a unique ability to dissolve 
barriers, revealing that we are 
really all the same.  I entirely 
agree with this, but I would 
also argue it could be phrased 
the other way around; we are 
all different.  Partying with the 

guests on Camp was a beau-
tiful reminder to me that we 
should all be as comfortable 
in our own skins as they are. 
A reminder to live in the mo-
ment, to value simple uncom-
plicated joys of being alive, 
and finally, as the Camp song 
in the words of SClub 7 says, 
to ‘Reach for the Stars’.

Overall, I hope this Edition of 
The Malteser gives a sense of 
life within the OMV this year, 
shares some of the joy not 
only of the 2018 Camp but 

also of  our other tradition-
al activities, all of which are 
covered, and the real benefits 
that our work brings to those 
who seek to care, and to those 
we seek to help.  Thank you 
for your interest and support.     

Cosima Benson-Colpi 
Editor
malteser@omv.org.uk
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Since taking over as Chair-
man of the Order of Malta 
Volunteers in February, I have 
had the pleasure of witness-
ing first hand the high level 
of dedication and care that 
goes into achieving the am-
bitions of our unique charity.
When the OMV was first 
founded it was done so to 
accomplish a set of very dis-
tinctive aims, which remain at 
the core of the charity today. 
These aims are:
• To provide those who 
suffer from a wide range of 
disabilities with an opportu-
nity to enjoy leisure and ex-
citement, far removed from 
the normality of their day-to-
day lives.
• To assist our guests as 
they connect with their spirit-
uality, as we are an organisa-
tion with Catholicism at our 
centre.
• To give young peo-
ple the opportunity to offer 
their services of physical and 
emotional care, and to make 
lifelong friendships with both 
guests and other volunteers 
alike.

We are able to achieve our vi-
sion through the organisation 
and attendance of a number 
of annual trips, which only 
continue to grow in popular-
ity.  Undoubtedly, our most 
prominent activity is the July 
pilgrimage to Lourdes.  Yet 
the International Holiday 

Camp, and trips to Walsing-
ham and Lebanon to name 
a few, have recently seen a 
surge in interest and are sure 
to continue growing over the 
coming years.  As is further 
documented in this edition 
of The Malteser, these activ-
ities and pilgrimages cover 
a great range of preferenc-
es and opportunities, and 
there is always something for 
everyone!  

It was furthermore a great 
honour for the OMV to host 
the International Holiday 
Camp this year, and I would 
like to thank James Grew and 
all the organisers for efforts 
in putting on an incredible 
Camp.   

These activities are only 
made possible through the 
hard work and dedication 
of our fantastic committee.  
Therefore, I would like to ex-
tend my sincere gratitude to 
you all, particularly to those 
who have reached the end 
of their terms and are step-
ping down this year.  Blair 
Sasada will be handing over 
the reigns of Head of Activi-
ties to Richard Grew, who will 
also be taking on the duties 
of Guest Coordinator, while 
his previous position of IHC 
Team GB Leader will be taken 
over by Fergus Ryan.  Maxime 
de Hennin has also reached 
the conclusion of his term 
as Monthly Mass Organiser, 

which has been taken on by 
Clare Mostyn, while the posi-
tion of Lebanon Camp Lead-
er is being passed on from 
Harriet to Anastasia Jennings 
and Ollie Ryan Tucker.  Final-
ly, Freddie Stourton and Lily 
Hornsby Clark have resigned 
their respective positions of 
Lourdes Pilgrimage Director 
and Volunteer Coordinator, 
with their successors yet to 
be confirmed.  Thank you so 
much to Blair, Richard, Max-
ime, Harriet, Freddie and Lily 
for your time and your work 
over the years, and the best 
of luck to our new committee 
members!

Finally, whether you are hear-
ing about the OMV for the 
first time, or have been with 
us for many years, there are 
many ways in which you can 
get involved with the work 
that we do.  If you wish to do-
nate or accompany us on one 
of our activities or pilgrimag-
es, the application informa-
tion is available on our web-
site: www.omv.org.uk or our 
social media pages.

Here is to another success-
ful year for the OMV, and I 
look forward to seeing you 
all at our activities and social 
events in the coming months!

Hugo Whyte
OMV Chairman

Letter
from the CHAIRMAN
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What was your first sin-
gle most impressionable 
memory of your first time 
with the OMV? 

I'll never forget how I felt 
walking out of the St Frai 
hospital in Lourdes af-
ter finishing my first ever 
wake up duty.  I had been 
assigned to one of the 
more dependent hospital 
pilgrims (HPs) and I was 
struck when I discovered 
the depth of care he need-
ed on a daily basis.  It was 
an exhausting two hours, 
but as I walked back to 
the hotel to get changed, 
I couldn't help but feel an 
overwhelming sense of 
joy and satisfaction.

What was it that made 
you keep coming back to 
Lourdes, and then to go 
on to do other activities?

It was down to the spir-
it and atmosphere of 
the Lourdes week, which 
yielded feelings of 
achievement, purpose 
and belonging.  Being 
touched by the HPs’ in-
spiring stories and their 
positive outlook on life, 

coupled with
the OMV's
welcoming,
spiritual and
compassion
ate nature,
made me 
realise that
 this was a
 community
 I wanted to
 be part of.

What would you 
say your favourite thing 
about the OMV is? 

To put it simply, the OMV 
is made up of a wonderful 
bunch of individuals, and 
I'm not only referring to 
the volunteers.  The team 
spirit amongst both the 
HPs and volunteers is in-
fectious, so it comes as no 
surprise that so many who 
join the OMV form life-
long friendships. 

What does it 
mean to you to 
be part of the 
OMV?

Just like my faith, 
the OMV gives

 
my life an over-
whelming sense of 
purpose.  It also 
helps me to better 
understand the 
challenges faced 
by those less 
fortunate,whilst 
reminding me 
not to take for 
granted my
own health.

Hugo our new

CHAIRMAN
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Additionally, the OMV has 
helped me to kindle my 
spiritual life, which has 
been so important to me 
these last few years. 

Why is it so important 
for anyone to support the 
OMV?

We are a charity that re-
lies heavily on the support 
of all of you.  Whether it's 
the care provided by our 
selfless volunteers or the fi-
nancial support we receive 
from generous donors, it 
makes an enormous dif-
ference to our work and 
ultimately to the wellbe-
ing and happiness of our 
guests, who are at the cen-
tre of everything we do.

What was it that made you 
apply to be chairman?

I have always believed in 
what the OMV does, and 
since joining at the age 
of seventeen, this vibrant 
charity has been a huge 
part of my life.  It just felt 
right that if given the op-
portunity, I would wish to 
take my commitment and 
involvement to the next 
level.  In the lead up to de-
ciding as to whether or not 
to apply for the position of 
Chairman, I homed in on 
both personal and prac-
tical reasons as to why I 
might want to take on this 
role.  I believe that the mix-
ture of personal motives 

and the desire to contin-
ue and build on the great 
work of the OMV, will help 
me find the strength to 
overcome any obstacles 
that I will face as Chairman 
in the future.

What are your plans for the 
next four years? 

I plan to build on the suc-
cesses already put in place 
by the previous Chairmen 
and their committees.  I 
aim to branch out to new 
schools who share our val-
ues and  beliefs to help
keep interest high not just 
for Lourdes, but for all our 
activities.  I also am very 
keen to utilize the skills 
and experience of our new 
head of fundraising Cathe-
rine King.  I am very much 
looking forward to working 
with her and Lally Mostyn, 
our new Treasurer, to en-
hance and capitalise on 
our fundraising resources, 
especially ones which have 
not been tapped into yet. 

You have been a great par-
ticipant of the Internation-
al Holiday Camp.  Are you 
pleased it is coming to the 
UK?
 
Yes, I couldn’t be happier.  
The International Holiday 
Camp (IHC) is a fantastic 
project and has provided 
me with some of my fond-
est memories.  To host the 
Camp is a huge privilege 

for a country and an op-
portunity to put on display 
what makes that country 
great, and the UK has so 
much to bring to the ta-
ble.  We are also very for-
tunate to have such an ex-
perienced and passionate 
team organizing it and I 
can’t wait to attend what 
I’m sure will be the best 
camp to date!

Do you see it as your role 
of Chairman, as someone 
once said to me, to get 
‘stuck in’?
 
It depends on the Chair-
man.  Everyone has their 
own unique style, but I 
most certainly will be get-
ting involved, especially 
during the activities.  How-
ever, I also believe it’s im-
portant to strike a balance, 
and as we are lucky enough 
to have such a great team 
of dedicated and talented 
activity organisers, it will be 
a case of letting them shine 
whilst giving them my un-
stinting support. 

Every Chairman has a dif-
ferent style.  How would 
you describe what yours is 
going to be? 

I lead by example and with 
passion.  I strive to be ap-
proachable and compas-
sionate and find being able 
to effectively communicate 
at all levels to be central to 
strong leadership.
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Serena Reeve-Tucker  
Volunteer

This was my third year of going 
to Lourdes with the OMV, and I 
have found that with every year, 
my enjoyment of the pilgrimage 
has only grown.  This year I was 
a Ward Coordinator, or ‘Wardie’ 
in Lourdes slang, which meant I 
helped with the running of the 
ward, cleaning and making sure 
supplies were distributed where 
they were needed.  I was appre-
hensive on hearing that I had 
been put into the Wardie Equipe  
and that this would mean I would 
not be able to spend as much time 
with the HPs this year.  However, 
this was certainly not the case.  
The fact I was almost always hang-
ing around the ward meant that I 
actually got to spend lots of time 
with so many of the HPs, which 
more than made up for the time I 
also had to spend with mops. 

My sister has been coming to 
Lourdes for eight years now, and 
she was the one who initially 
pushed me to come when I was 
seventeen.  I remember being 
very nervous about my first pil-
grimage and slightly bewildered 
at the sheer magnetic force the 
week in Lourdes seemed to exert 
over the older helpers.  I heard 
people saying they were using 
their only available holiday from 
work to come to Lourdes; this 
seemed bizarre.  However, by the 
end of my week I completely un-
derstood why this pilgrimage is 
so special to so many people and 

from then on I have not been able 
to stay away.  In fact, the day I got 
back to London this year, the pros-
pect of waiting a whole year was a 
bit too much and so searching for 
my next OMV fix, I immediately 
signed up for Walsingham 2018. 

The pilgrimage to  Lourdes, de-
spite the fact you are with peo-
ple almost 24/7, is also a deeply 
personal experience.  It does not 
have to be intensely spiritual for 
each individual, but I do find it 
tends to at least open up a pas-
sage of thinking for a person that 
they have not explored before.  
For me, Lourdes is incredibly re-
freshing and offers a change of 
scene from my usual day-to-day 
life.  After night prayers in the Do-
maine, walking back through the 
Grotto, I like to take the oppor-
tunity for a moment in the day to 
reflect.  

I have found each year I have 
come back that I have cemented 
old friendships, both with helpers 
and guests, but have also got to 
know new faces.  The OMV has 
an overwhelming comradery and 
an attitude of inclusivity, mean-
ing not only that friendships span 
across age groups, but also that 
the week is full of laughs.  The 
pilgrimage to Lourdes has only 
continued to bring me more en-
joyment and fulfilment and I hope 
to keep going for many years to 
come. 
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I applied to go to Lourdes with the OMV 
partly with a view to studying medicine, but 
mostly because I had never heard a bad 
word said about the experience.  I enjoyed 
it hugely and encourage anyone who gets 
the opportunity to take full advantage of it.  
There are three main areas of the ex-
perience; the hospital pilgrims (HPs), 
the spiritual side and the social aspect.

The HPs are first and foremost the reason we 
go and throwing yourself in fully in this re-
spect is absolutely essential to get the most 
out of the experience.  With lots of enthusi-
asm, being with an HP never fails to be en-
joyable.  I frequently made mistakes or was 
rather slow on the uptake when caring for 
an HP, but was never made to feel a fool as 
they have the most wonderful sense of hu-
mour and so often found it hilarious when I 
messed up.  Some HPs are only capable of 
saying yes or no, so it can take a very long 
time to establish what they want or need.  
However, the smile they gave us when we 
got it right, and the laughs along the way, 
made the time extremely well spent.   I 
found the HPs gained energy through the 

week, unlike the helpers, the more time 
we joyful young people spent with them.
I was in the Choir Equipe which, although 
meaning slightly less contact with the HPs, 
was similarly rewarding.  The OMV choir is 
very good and we all really enjoyed contrib-
uting to the daily Masses not only by sing-
ing but by choosing suitable and interesting 
music.  The most moving service of the week 
for me, was the Laying on of Hands on our 
last day.  During this we sang the Veni Sancte 
Spiritus, and the atmosphere was so moving 
that HPs and helpers alike were weeping.  
This is a memory that will stay with me forever.

And finally, to the social side.  I was never 
alone with an HP, but always in a group of 
two or three helpers.  Usually there would be 
one slightly more experienced helper who 
would ask the right questions and whom I 
could learn from, which was essential.  Work-
ing with lots of different helpers like this and 
lots of time spent at “The Bronx” in the eve-
nings, meant that I encountered a large ma-
jority of the two hundred odd helpers and felt 
very at home talking to any and all of them, 
regardless of their age or responsibilities.

Pablo Camprubi 
Volunteer

Mildred Maybury
Volunteer

Going to Lourdes with the OMV 
is an incredible experience 
which is difficult to beat.   If you 
are lucky enough to have the op-
portunity to go, as I did thanks 
to the close bond Downside 
(my school) has with the OMV, 
it would be terribly sad to miss 
such an awakening experience 
where you have the chance to 
step out of your comfort zone 
and learn about the lives of those 
less fortunate than ourselves.
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 L E B A N O N
Marguerite Ohan  
Volunteer

Before I went to Lebanon, I 
asked a few veterans what 
it was like.  They all said it 
was hard and exhausting.  
I was filled with trepida-
tion, and wished just one 
person would say, “It was 
great. Really rewarding, 
and I got a tan”.  Now that 
I have been, I can tell you 
that both those statements 
are true - but you should 
definitely go find out for 
yourself! 

I have never been to 
Lourdes with the OMV, but 
the volunteers who have 
done both, said that while 
Lebanon can be more in-
tense, it can also be more 
rewarding.  I believe this is 
because of the close rela-
tionship you develop with 
your guest.  You are paired 
with them one-to-one from 
day one, and figuring out 
how you can best help 
them is the main challenge 
and reward of the trip.  Of 
course, sometimes the 
6:30am starts and long 
days can be tiring and frus-
trating.  There were mo-
ments when I wondered 
why I had chosen to do this 
for my holiday, and return-
ing to my office felt posi-
tively restful in comparison.  

However, these occasional 
lows were more than made 
up for by the incredible 
highs. 

One of the most memo-
rable and rewarding mo-
ments of the trip for me was 
when my guest, Michele, 
smiled at me on the last 
day.  Michele was non-ver-
bal, but more challenging-
ly still, also generally quite 
unresponsive and uncom-
municative.  Seeing him 
making a facial expression 
at all, let alone a smile, was 
very exciting.  Throughout 
the week, we were always 
told that our main job was 
to be loving to our guests.  
Seeing his smile made me 
feel like Michele had felt 
the love I had tried to give 
him, and that was incredi-
bly moving.

Learning how to use 
Michele's few responses 
to figure out both what he 
liked, and what he need-
ed, was very satisfying.  It 
turned out he had one 
true passion: popping bal-
loons.  He was often quite 
lethargic, but would imme-
diately get up if given the 
opportunity to stomp on a 
balloon.  I tried to indulge 
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him in this as much as 
possible, without driving 
everyone else mad from 
all the noise.  He also loved 
tomatoes, and would keep 
eating them for as long 
as I piled them onto his 
plate.  When I noticed him 
picking at the rough skin 
on his heels, I gave him a 
pedicure and exfoliated 
his feet.  Before this, he 
would take ages to put on 
his socks, but afterwards 
he slid them on happily.  
Michele was also a whiz 
with a mop, cleaning and 
drying the bathroom floor 
after I showered him.  I 
think sometimes we under-
estimate our guests, and it 
was a such a pleasant sur-
prise to see him taking the 
initiative to clean the bath-
room.

One of my friends said of 
the trip, that a lot of people 
are there "for good, not for 
God".  While I am certain 
that all the other volun-
teers would be out there 
helping people regardless 
of their creed, the spiritual 
side of the trip was impor-
tant to me, and moreover 
I found it very enriching.  
We were blessed to have 
Father Stephen Morrison 
with us.  I really enjoyed his 
amusing and thought pro-
voking sermons.  A particu-
lar hymn that we sung, "By 
Gracious Powers so Won-
derfully Sheltered" by Die-
trich Bonhoeffer, became a 
favourite of mine.   Its short 
introduction in the hymn 
book informed us that it 

been written while he was 
imprisoned by the Nazis 
for his opposition to their 
regime. The lyrics and 
composition were incred-
ibly moving, and I was 
brought to tears the first 
time we sang it. 

On our last night, we had
a beautiful prayer circle 
with both Father Stephen 
and Father Romanus.  They 
blessed and gave us Leb-
anese prayer bracelets, 
which are like rudimenta-
ry rosaries.  Black string is 
knotted into thirty-three 
knots (one to signify each 
year of Jesus’ life), and is 
clasped with a loop and 
small knotted cross.  They 
were used by the exiled 
early Christians to say the 
Prayer of the Heart - "Lord 
Jesus Christ, Son of the 
Living God, have mercy on 
me, for I am a sinner".  It is a 
lovely memento to be able 
to keep with me, and it re-
minds me of the amazing 
week I spent in Lebanon 
every time I see it.   

I have been volunteer-
ing with the Companions 
of the Order in London 
since January at the Mon-
day soup van, but going 
to Lebanon has not only 
made me want to do more 
with the OMV, but also to 
be more loving in my every 
day life.  I also came back 
with a new motto: "There is 
nothing you cannot handle 
with surgical gloves and a 
positive attitude!"
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 E A S T E R  R E T R E A T
Maundy Thursday 

Welcoming Session by Fr. Leo
Opening Holy Week Talk
Community Building
Supper
Brief Guide to the Liturgy
Confession

Mass of the Lord's Supper

Compline after Mass
Adoration of the Blessed Sac-
rament until Midnight, Lady 
Chapel
Welcome Drinks after Mass

Vigils
Breakfast
Lauds
Stations of the Cross Walk
Second Holy Week Talk
Stations of the Cross, St Bene-
dict's Church
Midday Office
Lunch
Brief Guide to the Liturgy

Celebration of the Lord's 
Passion

Prayer Workshops: Silent 
Prayer led by Fr. Christopher 
& Lectio Divina

Supper
OMV Supper in Ullathorne 
House
Compline

Reconciliation Service led by 
Fr. James & Confessions

Vigils
Breakfast
Lauds
Third Holy Week Talk
Altar Prep - Flower arranging 
& Carpet laying (OMV)
Prayer Workshops
MIdday Office
Lunch
Healing Service with Confes-
sions led by Fr. Michael & Fr. 
Malcom Smeaton
Monastery Library Tours
Workshop on the Liturgy of 
the Hours
Fourth Holy Week Talk
Vespers 
Supper

The Easter Vigil

Easter Celebration after Mass
OMV Resurrection Party! 

Lauds
Breakfast
Terce

Easter Mass

St Gregory's Society AGM
Easter Lunch

5.00pm
5.30pm
6.00pm
6.30pm
7.15pm

8.00pm

7.30am
8.00am
9.30am
10.00am
10.30am
Noon

12.30pm
12.45pm
2.15pm

3.00pm

5.45pm

6.30pm
7.00pm

7.40pm

8.30pm

7.30am
8.00am
9.30am
10.30am
11.00am

11.30am
12.30pm
12.45pm
 2.00pm

3.00pm
3.15pm

5.00pm
6.00pm
6.30pm

9.00pm

Midnight

 D O W N S I D E  A B B E Y

Good Friday

Holy Saturday

Easter Sunday

7.30am
8.00am
9.15am

10.00am

11.30am
12.30am
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 I N T E R N AT I O N A L



H O L I DAY  C A M P



The Prince and Grand MasTer

sovreiGn MiliTary hosPiTaller order

of sT. John of JerusaleM of rhodes and of MalTa 

Dear splendid young helpers and guests,

It has been my great pleasure to have spent some time with you at the 35th Interna-
tional Summer Camp of  the Order of  Malta.  Every year I look forward to these spe-
cial occasions with all the young; your energy and care for one another is impressive, 
and it was very pleasing to see that everyone was having so much fun together. 

The theme you chose for this year – ‘Be Courageous’ (1 Corinthians, 16.13) – is very 
appropriate for the times we find ourselves in, and the difficulties of  countries around 
the world.  Christ tells us: ‘love is patient and kind’ (1 Corinthians, 13.4) and I have 
seen this in all of  you at your excellently organised Camp here in Hampshire, working 
with your young guests.  The jokes and the joy touched my heart.  We are taught that: 
‘Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things’ (1 Corin-
thians, 13.7).  In this we can take great comfort.  

These summer camps are a wonderful example of  the way in which the Order of  Mal-
ta can bring together so many young people from different backgrounds and nation-
alities to carry out our mission to follow our Christian tradition of  care, and to create 
bonds between young people around the world. 

Helpers and guests have achieved much in these precious days together – friendships 
renewed or made for the first time, a belief  in one’s own capabilities, positive attitudes 
for the future.  Hope.  Indeed, all of  you, are courageous. 

Congratulations, and may God bless you all. 

Fra’ Giacomo dalla Torre del Tempio di Sanguinetto

19





sovreiGn MiliTary hosPiTaller order

of sT. John of JerusaleM of rhodes and of MalTa

BriTish associaTion

The PresidenT 

Dear helpers and guests, 

On behalf of the trustees of the British Association and the OMV, I want to thank all 
the many organisers and financial supporters who have made this wonderful week 
possible and the many guests who I hope have had a memorable and happy time. 

The organisers have worked tirelessly for more than a year to bring everything 
together for this one week, dealing with the complexities of accommodation at 
Treloar College, acquiring the right visas, sound proofing the disco (surely a con-
tradiction in terms!), assembling the marching band and hog roast at Arundel Cas-
tle, transporting everyone to different events and raising the finance to pay for it. 

Our guests have made huge efforts to travel to England, but I trust you have en-
joyed it all.  We have been privileged to look after you and, in serving you, have 
received more than we have given in terms of your friendship and laughter. 

All of this in the best tradition of the Order of Malta and I hope that helpers and 
guests alike will return home tired but content that it has been a job well done, 
that friendships have been established and memories of this happy week will last 
for years.

Be courageous! 

Yours ever,

 

Richard Fitzalan Howard
President
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Arundel Cathedral, Feast of the Assumption.  



This year, as the OMV, we 
had the rare privilege to 
host the 35th International 
Holiday Camp.  The week 
was based at Treloar’s in 
Alton, Hampshire, a res-
idential disabled school 
and college, of which 
many of the OMV's guests 
both past and present are 
alumni.  Hosting the Camp 
here allowed all teams 
to utilise the amazing fa-
cilities; from track hoists 
throughout the school to 
soft play areas and tram-
polines, giving everyone 
a freedom not normally 
experienced in day to day 
lives. 

With it being the second 
year that we have been 
in charge of Team GB, we 
knew the general routine 
to Camp but, as always, 
were amazed by the fan-
tastic opportunities which 
the organisers had laid 
on for our guests.  Our 
days ranged from being 
swept off our feet indoor 
sky diving, to feeling en-
chanted by Harry Potter 
world, from a trip in the 
London Eye on a rainy 
day - something which we 
were worried we wouldn't 
be able to show our inter-
national friends after the 

heatwave - to a sailing and 
motor boat trip to the Isle 
of Wight, which of course 
included a pub lunch of 
fish and chips.  We could 
spend pages here trying 
to explain everything that 
we managed to pack into 
the seven days, but we ad-
vise those of you that have 
not watched the videos, 
which show all that we 
achieved, to do so (vimeo.
com/maltacamp2018).  
In the evenings we were 
treated to live music, si-
lent discos and of course, 
our very own Altonberry 
festival!  On Wednesday 
we hosted the Grand Mas-
ter, with a medieval day at 
Arundel Castle, followed 
by a quiet evening with a 
candle lit procession back 
at the Camp.

Something that struck 
us about this Camp, and 
will stay with each person 
who attended this year, is 
just how much the theme 
of the week, “Be Coura-
geous”, rung true.  Cour-
age was found by both our 
guests and helpers, who 
all accomplished more 
than they had previously 
thought they could.  Tight 
ropes were walked, fears 
were faced, and new and 

Richard Grew & Imy Graham 
Team GB, Team Leaders
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challenging activities 
were tried.  It was a 
week like no other, get-
ting to share so much 
with so many wonder-
ful people from many 
different countries, 
bonding over a shared 
desire to simply give 
our guests the best 
week they could ask 
for. 

This week would not 
have happened with-
out some fantastic or-
ganisers, so as Team 
Leaders, we want to 
thank James and his 
team for putting on 
such a great week, 
Bernard Dahdah and 
Louisa Grew as dep-
uty camp leaders, the 
many others from the 

OMV who were on 
the organising and 
staff teams, all vital for 
the running of camp.  
We would also like to 
thank all of you for your 
support over the last 
few years.  One of the 
highlights of watching 
preparations for the 
Camp come together, 
was a piece of clever 
thinking that resulted 
in an Amazon wedding 
list being created for 
‘Mr International and 
Mrs Holiday Camp’; 
over six hundred items 
were donated, keeping 
the local Royal Mail and 
courier offices busy!  To 
all those who helped 
make this week all that 
it was, Team GB offers a 
BIG “Thank You!”

My name is Edward and I was with 
the Great Britain Team.  My time with 
the Camp was amazing.  I made new 
friends and met up with friends from 
the past camp in Austria.  My favourite 
time was the discos in the evenings, 
but I also loved the ice-skating.  The 
volunteers made everything so much 
fun, I miss them and hope I am asked 
again in the future to go.  I will never 
forget the fun times I have had.  Thank 
you for making this happen!

Edward Scipio
Team GB, Guest
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Be

Anton' de Piro  
Spiritual Team
We are all called to ‘be cou-
rageous’ (1 Cor 16.13), and 
for everyone it is a struggle.  
For some people getting 
out of bed requires courage, 
for other people making 
friends, for others living out 
their Christian life; everyone 
has a cross to carry.  This 
theme was decided upon 
for the 2018 Camp because 
the organisers believed it 
would truly resonate with 
both the guests and the 
helpers.  When we come 
together we truly have the 
opportunity to show Christ’s 
love to each other which in-
spires everyone to be the 
best of themselves - to be 
courageous.



couraGeous
1 Cor 16.13

The theme of this Camp was the invitation which God offers to us through the words of 
Saint Paul to the Corinthians, to be not afraid to open the doors of our hearts to Christ.  As 
Saint John Paul II used to say “Do not be afraid.  Open, indeed throw wide open, the doors 
to Christ”.  Today, let us say in our hearts “I want to have the courage to host Christ in me”. 

Fra' Nicolò de Cattani

My experience of the International Camp in England 
was an emotional one which touched my heart.  

Every nation that came from all parts of the world, we 
were a family; passing every day together with music, 
games, smiles and entertainment and every nation 
preparing their typical foods.  An unforgettable expe-
rience of hope and great desire to live life to the full. 

England remains in all our hearts because, coming 
from far away countries, it was there we all met up, 
finding and encountering each other, sharing food …
everything to be lived.  Thank you for having shared 
such beautiful moments.  I am so happy to have met 
all of you. I will carry you in my heart every day and I 
will pray for you all.  With affection,  Manuel, Reggio 
Calabria, Italy.  

Manuel Silia  
Team Italia, Guest
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Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, following the              
Procession on the Feast of the Assumption.  



Loving Father, 
You are a mighty God who loves me and is with me always.
Grant me the courage to get through the day, the resolve to 

answer Your call and the energy to do Your will. 
Let me not fear the things that hold me back, but give me the 

strength to be holy, kind and generous. 
And if  I fall, please lift me up and give me the grace I need 

to carry on.
We make this prayer through Christ Our Lord.  Amen.

The Camp Prayer 28



KniGhTs of caMPaloT

Knights from around the world stormed 
Arundel Castle in a bid to convert England 
back to Catholicism.  They feasted on hog 
roast and warm, flat ale (an English  speciali-
ty) before archery practice and face painting 
in preparation for the big battle.  The Slova-
kian team’s energetic dancing got everyone 
in the mood for victory.  

A brave Dutch Knight fought several me-
dieval swordsmen before the army of five 
hundred invaded the Castle.  Unfortunately, 
they were defeated by the museum’s one-
way system which gave the enemy a chance 
to escape.  They had to have ice creams in 
the beautiful castle gardens to make them-
selves feel better. 

The Grand Master of the Order of Malta and 
his trusty Knights visited Camp to meet the 
troops and lead them in procession.  They 
had heard about the legendary disco danc-
ing but instead found everyone asleep as a 
Silent Night had been ordered by General 
Grew - Extract from The Angus, Camp Newsletter
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The Camp was, without doubt, one of the 
most full and positive experiences of my 
life. 

I was confronted with all the colours of my 
emotions.  Enthusiasm - in seeing the eyes 
of our young guests shining with joy.  Every 
morning they would wake up smiling, think-
ing about all the activities they would do 
during the course of the day.  They’d  fall 
asleep at night talking non-stop about how 
much fun the evening had been laughing 
and dancing, only to continue dreaming 
about it all, throughout the night.  Amaze-
ment - in witnessing the strength of each 
one of them rebelling in the face of their of-
ten very difficult disabilities, and in feeling 
their desire to live all that life has to offer in 
one breath, and not miss out on anything. 
Gratitude – to have understood how there 
exists no difference when we hold hands 
and that disability is only in the eyes of he 
or she  who sees it as such.  Recognition - 
of all the English Team who made the re-
alisation of these dreams possible, for our 
guests  and also for us.  Melancholy - on the 
day of departure for having come to the 
end of our wonderful journey together, the 
memory of which, however, will render the 
days of winter less grey.  Finally, Hope - for 
a year charged with positivity to take with us 
again  next year to Germany. 

Carlo Santucci
Team Italia, Doctor



Hello, my name is Feline.  I was a guest of the Belgium Team this year.  I am so lucky to have gone 
with the Order of Malta on Camp three years in a row, and I enjoyed it every time, but this year 
was just wonderful.  The excursions, the trip to London and the day we spent at Arundel Castle 
were fantastic and not to forget the delicious food.  But the one thing I remember most every 
single year, is the atmosphere and the ambiance.  Feeling connected with every single person in 
the group, even if it’s impossible to meet everybody.  This is a feeling I always will remember and 
that is why I love the Order of Malta and every person within it.  Greetings from Belgium!

Feline Schoolmeesters  
Team Belgium, Guest
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Where to begin?  The week of the 
Camp was an exceptional one.  It is 
honestly very difficult to choose one 
particular moment which struck me.  
Seeing all five hundred participants 
coming from twenty-three different 
countries having a good time togeth-
er, whether during the discos, inter-
national evenings, onsite and out-
door activities and even during the 
spiritual gatherings - these moments 
brought a lot of joy.  However, I must 
admit that the moment I will cherish 
the most from this year's Camp, is 
Team Malta's unexpected victory dur-
ing the Christopher's Cup!  We were 
all pretty much surprised with the an-
nouncement and we needed a mo-
ment to take it in!  I was also pleased 
to see two new guests from our Team 
delighted with their achievements.  A 
shout out to Team GB and the OMV 
for their hospitality, choice of activi-
ties and exquisite food!  Keep up the 
good work and humour.  Looking for-
ward to seeing you in Germany next 
year!

Corinne Zammit 
Team Malta, Guest



I remember seeing the Camp logo for the first time; 
I immediately knew the camp would be a success.  
Starting with the bedrooms which were so well de-
signed, to the fun play ground, rooms equipped with 
amazing activity tools like the trampoline, the laser 
quest and the swimming pool, all of them made 
the Camp comfortable and enjoyable for everyone.  
However, the most important part was our guests.   
They created the atmosphere and team spirit which 
I had the good fortune to live and feel every day!  
Every guest and every helper was my friend, even 
if I had never met them before; the vitality, spirit, 
kindness and all the beautiful smiles made it pos-
sible to connect easily with each and every person 
on this trip.  Every single country represented and 
every team member contributed to the success of 
this unforgettable Camp.  It was a pleasure and an 
honour to be part of it.  See you soon, maybe in 
Germany 2019.

Gennaro di Giacomo  
Team Switzerland, Helper

The International Summer Camp is, at the same time, one of the most challeng-
ing and rewarding experiences.  Nowhere else like at the Camp do all barriers 
– physical, linguistic, and cultural – fall down, and one can really experience the 
opportunity to see the face of Christ in others.  Every time I have participated 
in the Camp, I have come back home richer in terms of happiness, gratitude, 
and courage.  Indeed, the rush of emotions shared with our friends and guests 
reveals itself to be a formidable resource, helping us run our race in every-day 
life, trusting the in true presence of Christ as reveals Himself in our brothers.  In 
other words, it helps us to be authentically courageous!

Antonino Cordopatri
Staff
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Reach 
for the

On the Thursday of Camp the Irish Team all 
switched around, and so Mairead and I got 
to spend the day with Erika.  We had a won-
derful day out in London, on the Eye and 
strolling around the city afterwards.  On the 
bus back to Camp, the three of us had some 
Pimms we’d bought earlier.  In the evening 
we all got ready for the disco together – 
ready to boogie!  We ended up staying right 
till ‘one more song’ was chanted around 
2am!

At some point during the night, Erika turned 
to me and said this was the first time she 
had ever properly let loose, and felt just like 
any other twenty-seven year old.  I think this 
is what Camp is all about; wholeheartedly 
having fun together, stripping away differ-
ences to show we are not that different at 
all.  For me it was a profound moment.  

Izzy Matuschka 
Team Ireland, Helper

35



tarsS

The Camp was the most amazing adventure.  Ten days full of happiness and 
smiles, prayers, meeting old friends, making new friendships, and especially 
the feeling that we really can help each other.  Every Camp gives me a lot 
of joy and power to do more.  This one definitely continued this tradition.  I 
know now how important it is to 'Be flexible!'.  I shall never forget the time 
spent in Treloars and I hope that everybody will say the same.  Thank you very 
much to everybody for making such an unforgettable Camp!  All together WE 
CAN REALLY REACH THE STARS.

Irenka Górska
Staff



My sister and I spent a wonderful, unforgettable week full of so much joy as Staff 
for the Camp.  It was a whole week filled with a thousand smiles and laughs.  Every 
guest was a delight to spend time with and some were extremely good dancers, it 
was hard to keep up with them.  I was the Link for the Dutch Team, who already had 
a big name on Camp and they definitely lived up to it, arriving in style ready for the 
week ahead.  For them the party did not stop and they were nearly always dressed 
in bright orange and could be spotted for miles.  My most memorable experience 
was going with the Dutch Team to London, getting absolutely soaked, and then de-
ciding it was a good idea to race through all the puddles with the wheelchairs.  All 
in all, it was an incredible Camp with so many surprises.  

Madeleine Alting von Geusau
Staff



This was my first time to London and England.  
It was an amazing trip.  I met a lot of nice friends 
from around the world.  One of my very favorite 
things we did, was ride the London Eye.  It was 
amazing what you can see from that and we had 
a lot of fun with Team USA on the ride.  My room 
mates were awesome and we became so close 
like a family, keeping in touch with the whole 
Team USA.  I had so much fun on this trip and I 
hope I can make the trip next year to Germany.

I am a magician in United States and I belong 
to the international brotherhood of magicians 
otherwise known as IBM and it was amazing 
to perform one evening at Camp.  I have a lot 
of magic tricks, but was limited to what I could 
bring in my suitcase.  I performed in front of five 
hundred people and I had a lot of fun doing it.  
I hope everybody that saw enjoyed it as well.  
Thank you for a great trip. 

Cece Wagner  
Team USA, Guest



We welcomed you to IHC
To spend a week with Team GB.
You came by coach, car, train and plane;
Romania chose Luton which was quite insane.

The first night saw much joy and merriment
As with Walsingham gin we did experiment;
The Swiss were neither neutral nor boring 
Last seen partying at three in the morning.

We opened the camp to cheers and roars -
We welcomed each nation and then Team Treloars.
Miri the flag-bearer was in seventh heaven;
We all reached for the sky with S-Club 7.

Our wonderful chaplains gave a fabulous Mass -
A choir of  angels were a touch of  class.
Monsignor preached to us on being courageous;
Appropriate considering our hangovers - outrageous.

Then many attractions at our own village fete:
Coconuts, beagles and the tea was first-rate.
At international evening we all raised the roof,
Slovakia providing us with 72% proof...

In spite of  the latter taking dreadful effect
We appeared in the morning present and correct. 
James Bond, Harry potter, steam trains and 
sailing 
A taste of  Great Britain we delighted [in] unveiling.

The theme for the first night was red white and blue,
Which the French, Dutch and USA got in on too.
Our kind neighbours' patience barely was tested 
The noise was by our soundproofing quite bested.

Tuesday similar arrangements were offered:
London and on-site activities proffered.
The evening international tipples supplied:
A Grand Master with arak and vodka was plied.

The disco quite silent with glowing headsets
Caused us to suffer from chronic back sweats;
Till the wee small hours we boogied and jived -
Thank goodness those wonderful dirndls survived.

Arundel day was our major event,
With hog roasts and even a warm flat ale tent.
True to our military and knightly natures

Jack Straker
Staff
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Archery, castles and jousting were features.
Moving on swiftly from another half-rhyme,
The Mass at Arundel was simply sublime:
Followed that evening by our silent night -
A moment of  calm and much needed respite

Yesterday featured our own Potter world,
With witchcraft and wizardry and turbans unfurled...
I fear that the Lebanese helpers were conned -
Spending a fortune on house scarves and wands.

So now we come to the IHC closure -
I hope that you all can maintain your composure.
In a stiff  upper lip we Britons take pride...
After last night I'm amazed that the Dutch haven't 
died.

I'm sorry that we have defied expectation
Of  a week of  crap food and precipitation.
The catering team have been quite incredible,
Producing us food that was far more than edible

What a week we have had and what things we have 
seen -
All that was missing was our gracious Queen.
Songs we have sung and prayers we have said,
And congratulations to Laura and Ed!

A big thanks to all of  you for coming to stay.
Good luck to the Germans who over next year have 
sway.
Enjoy the rest of  what we have to give -
Altonbury and a party like you wouldn't believe.

I've tried with these verses to relive the hype
Without resorting to national stereotype... 
But the Spanish were late and the Germans were not,
The Poles gave us far too many shots,

The French were courageous (despite all the odds)
And the Italians were not such total food snobs.
It's true that the Belgians provided some waffles...
Which is just an excuse to mentions snitches and 
quaffles.

All that remains is to offer our thanks most deserved
To organisers and to the staff  who have served;
And before he starts planning his next project - do -
Let's give a massive cheer to our leader - James Grew
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I hope you have enjoyed the 35th International Holiday Camp in the UK.  The home of Wil-
liam Shakespeare, fish and chips, Big Ben, red buses, black cabs, Oasis, Cold Play, the Beat-
les, London and tea, amongst many other things. 

Our hope is that we have shown Britain off at its best, come rain, hail or shine!  This camp has 
been in the planning for three years and this is the culmination of a huge amount of work 
from an awful lot of people.  We hope you have had a truly unforgettable week. 

To put the week in numbers, we have 500 people here, from 23 different countries, we have 
served 10,000 meals, we have drunk 90 litres of gin, used over 1,000 balloons in the deco-
ration, had 60 umbrellas to try and keep up dry, travelled on 16 coaches to over 10 different 
locations, prayed in 4 beautiful chapels and everyone has had a huge amount of goodwill to 
make the camp happen. 

This camp is very personal to me and my family, this week has been our family holiday for the 
last four years with my three siblings.  Every year we are always blown away by the fun, gener-
osity and caring nature of everyone on camp.  It is so special to come away on holiday where 
everyone treats each other the same and parties like their disabilities are invisible.  This was 
my little way of giving back to the Camp.  

To all of our guests, I hope you have had a truly unbelieveable holiday and go back with a 
lifetfime of memories and life long friendships.  To the helpers, thank you for giving up a 
week of your precious summer holidays, so that our guests can take a much needed break, 
both for them and their parents and carers.  To the staff, thank you for flying in from over nine-
teen different countries.  It is so fun seeing you all year after year in different locations, and we 
hope to see you in Germany next year!

I have been hugely privileged to have the most amazing organising committee.  I could not 
have asked for a better group of friends, advisors and party planners.  Their dedication has 
made this Camp possible.  It has been a huge honour for me to work with every single one 
of them. 

This week we have shown you palaces, castles and an amazing school.  We have got you 
flying, sailing and dancing until the middle of the night.  But most importantly, we have got 
you to Be Courageous.

James Grew

Message
from       the Camp Leader
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 WA L S I N G H A M



 WA L S I N G H A M
Jasper Elwes  Volunteer

The OMV has been going on 
pilgrimage with the Knights to 
the village of Walsingham for 
several decades.  Coming with 
guests from across the country, 
we spend a long weekend en-
joying the various spiritual ac-
tivities the village has to offer. 
I was a Guardian Angel for the 
weekend, meaning I shared a 
room with Dean Dale, who is a 
guest I have got to know very 
well across my five years with 
the OMV.  After getting set-
tled into our room, in Elmham 
House, Dean and I proceeded 
to the Village Hall for welcome 
drinks; a chance to see old 
friends and make new ones.  
As a joint pilgrimage with the 
Knights, Walsingham is very 
different to the other OMV ac-
tivities I have attended, and is 
a wonderful chance to get to 
know the Knights and Com-
panions, many of whom are 
from previous generations of 
the OMV.  After the drinks we 
had a candlelit rosary proces-
sion, ending at the statue of 
Our Lady in Elmham House 
garden.  A short service in the 
balmy Norfolk night air con-
cluded the day, and it was time 
for bed, ready for the program 
the second day would present. 

A hearty cooked breakfast 
kicked off Saturday, followed 
by Mass in the church of the 
Annunciation in the village 
centre.  This more intimate 
setting was a nice change 
from Lourdes, where I find the 
scale of some of the church-
es can sometimes feel slightly 
impersonal.  After lunch (with 

complimentary wine, a joy to 
OMV vets used to the Bronx’s 
€10 rosé) we attended a spe-
cial service.  We drank and 
had our hands washed with 
holy water from a Saxon well, 
contemporary to Richeldis 
and Our Lady’s apparitions, a 
tradition intended to cleanse  
of sin.  In the afternoon, Sta-
tions of the Cross were held in 
the grounds of the Abbey that 
had unfortunately been de-
stroyed during the Reforma-
tion.  The ruins of the Abbey, 
at the same time haunting and 
beautiful, are one of the most 
striking things about Walsin-
gham, and the image of the 
giant lone arch really sticks in 
my mind.  At afternoon tea in 
the Village Hall, Roddy Straker 
and her catering team outdid 
themselves, with a selection 
of cakes, sandwiches and oth-
er delicacies that put all oth-
er afternoon teas in my life to 
shame.  The evening’s talent 
show was the highlight of the 
weekend for guests and help-
ers alike.  The acts ranged from 
the touching to the hilarious, 
and, when combined with vid-
eos of the other OMV activities 
from the year, proved to be a 
very enjoyable evening. 

Mass on Sunday morning was 
held at the Catholic Shrine 
just outside the village.  Due 
to a very wet start to the day, 
our usual procession along 
the Holy Mile was suspend-
ed, although many volunteers 
walked it together informal-
ly anyway.  Involving not just 
our own pilgrimage, but also 

others visiting Walsingham 
that day, and with a full pro-
cession in by the Knights, this 
Mass was absolutely incred-
ible.  Half the congregation 
were sitting outside, on the far 
side of the Altar, and we luckily 
managed to avoid any further 
major downpour.  I was privi-
leged to be involved in the 
Offertory procession during 
the service.  The Mass invoked 
memories of the outdoor Ca-
thedral in the Trees in Lourdes, 
and was an amazing end to 
the weekend.  A wonderful 
buffet lunch followed, the ca-
tering team once again doing 
sterling work, and thus with 
our weekend ending, we em-
barked on the coach journey 
back to London.  Saying good-
bye to our guests, despite the 
fact we are guaranteed to see 
many of them again at other 
OMV activities during the year, 
was still very emotional. 

The Walsingham Pilgrimage is 
quite unique.  Less exhausting 
than Lourdes, and less intense 
than Lebanon, it is a more re-
laxed weekend that nonethe-
less, is still immensely spiritual 
and highly enjoyable.  Fur-
thermore, it gives those who 
are unsure of their post-OMV 
future an insight into what it is 
to be part of the Companions 
and Knights, and how one can 
continue with the good works 
that we do within the OMV.  
Walsingham is the perfect way 
to get one’s OMV fix after the 
insanity of Lourdes, and tide 
you over for the next year. 
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This was my first time at-
tending the Christmas Reun-
ion and in hindsight I would 
say it is one of my favour-
ite OMV activities so far.  A 
massive thank you to Lizzie 
Narbeth for organising such 
an enjoyable weekend.  I 
have been living in the UK 
for eight years, yet, as the 
Christmas season comes 
around I always seem to for-
get how much British people 
love Christmas.  A reminder 
came to me when we went 
to night prayers on the first 
evening, and found that the 
monks were actually having 
a Christmas party of their 
own.  I found that this week-
end was the perfect way to 

get into the festive spirit I 
had been missing in those 
first weeks of December.

The weekend consisted of 
walks in the grounds, deco-
ration making, singing and 
a ridiculous amount of tea 
drinking, all building up to 
the high of the weekend, the 
party, which, as any other 
OMV party, did not fail to im-
press.  There was ballet, an 
interesting OMV rendition 
of the twelve days of Christ-
mas, games and when as is 
tradition, Santa, embodied 
by Pugs came to visit, there 
was such a warm spirit in 
the room.  I was somewhat 
surprised at first was that 

there was no pub in the vi-
cinity, but worry not, the 
homemade pêche did not 
disappoint.  After the party 
whilst some retired to bed, 
for others the fun continued, 
and we had a masterclass in 
dancing led by Danny and 
Brendan Cooke, possibly 
the greatest dancers I know.

I would say this is the most 
relaxed OMV activity which 
is perfect as it really gives 
you a chance to spend some 
quality time with everyone, 
notably the guest you with 
whom you share a room.  
For me, this was particular-
ly special as I was in a room 
with Alyce Pearson, with

 C H R I S T M A S       R E U N I O N

Marta Mora Ortega  Volunteer
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whom I had not had a chance 
to catch up with properly in 
Lourdes that year.  The loca-
tion of the Reunion is also 
perfect.  Worth Abbey, al-
though looking a bit like an al-
ien spaceship on the outside, 

is one of the most wonderful 
places; it is so big and almost 
overwhelming on the inside, 
especially when witnessing 
the Benedictine monks dur-
ing vespers.

I would 100% recommend 
this activity to everyone.  At 
the end of the day, it is a week-
end in the countryside during 
the Christmas season spent 
with friends, what is there not 
to love?





The 41st White 
Knights Ball 



Photographs by Cecila Colussi.  www.ceciliacolussi.com



I am delighted to welcome you officially to the 
41st White Knights Ball, held to support the 
work of the Order of Malta Volunteers and the 
International Summer Camp 2018.

These young people give their time, talent and 
energy to care for those with disabilities, not 
only in the UK but also in Lebanon, Lourdes and 
around the world.  I have witnessed their enthu-
siasm, their impact and the joy they bring first 
hand in my family. 

They provide care for those who need it most; 
they provide it regardless of religion, race or 
status; and they ensure that these forgotten 
people know that they are respected, valued 
and loved.  

The work of our volunteers is truly inspiring, 
and I therefore hope that you will join me in 
supporting it generously tonight -  From the Ball 
Program

Raphael Vermeir CBE
Chairman of the 41st White Knights Ball
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The belle of the Ball this year who stole 
everyone's hearts, and as much of their 
cash as he could, cheeky, was the adora-
ble Angus.  Making his debut appearance 
in society he danced the night away raising 
enthusiasm all around for the International 
Summer Camp.  Also notably present were 
the glamorous tables of Italians - the twenty 
odd members of the Gruppo Giovanile of 
Rome taking London by storm.  If Angus was 
the belle of the Ball, luckily there were no 
beasts, although the bouncers definitely let 
in a stowaway when they failed to ID Rupert 
Grew.  At merely a few months, he's a defi-
nite winner for the youngest ball goer.  Just 
outside the Christmas season it was a crack-
er nonetheless, the evening that is, luckily 
not the dancefloor itself!  With inviations on 
the horizon, lets get dusting off our dancing 
shoes and in the mood to do it all again!



Retrospective
CHAIRMAN'S

Was being Chairman (2014-
2018), at all like what you an-
ticipated?
 It was and it wasn’t.  You can 
quite often spend a lot of time 
on various unexpected things 
which crop up – there have 
been quite a few over the last 
four years!  The Governance 
Review with BASMOM, for 
example, I don’t think anyone 
expected to take quite as long 
as it did.  On the other hand, 
much of the day to day (pre-
senting to the trustees, help-
ing activity organisers etc) was 
certainly what I anticipated.

Do you have a single favour-
ite memory or moment from 
the four years? 
It would be hard to beat the 
moment straight after my first 
White Knights Ball speech.  I 
felt there was a huge amount 
of expectation before the 

speech and speaking in front 
of a thousand people for the 
first time is pretty scary (or any 
subsequent time to be hon-
est!).  The speech seemed to 
pass (people’s probably very 
low) expectations, however, 
and I got a massive adrenaline 
rush afterwards. 

Another stand-out moment, 
was receiving the sweetest let-
ter from a guest after my first 
Lourdes as Chairman, saying 
that attending our pilgrimage 
to Lourdes had made him feel 
as though life was worth living 
again – very moving.

If we went back four years, 
knowing what you do now, 
would you run again? 
100 per cent.  People might 
think ‘he would say that 
wouldn’t he?’, but I genuinely 
would.  I feel very lucky to have 
been given the chance to be 

Chairman, to have met lots 
of great people and to have 
learnt a huge amount.

And if you did, is there an-
ything you would try to do 
differently?
I don’t think so.  I certainly 
made lots of mistakes along 
the way and there were lots 
of situation that I could have 
dealt with far better.  However, 
the changes we made, I feel, 
were the right ones.

If you could give one piece 
of advice to the incoming 
Chairman what would it be? 
There’s a lot of love for the 
OMV out there. If you ever 
struggling to deal with a situa-
tion, someone will have prob-
ably faced it before and be 
happy to help!

Do you feel you achieved all 
that you hoped and set out to 
do? 
The reality is that you only 
really decide what you want 
to do a year into the role, 
and I strongly believe that 
everything in the OMV is such 
a team effort that it would be 
wrong to attribute it to any 
individual.  Broadly yes, how-
ever, I think we made a good 
progress in a number of areas, 



three of which I will mention.  
As a charity, the re-calibration 
of our relationship with the 
British Association of the Or-
der of Malta (BASMOM) has 
been a huge success.   The idea 
and aim behind this ‘re-calibra-
tion’, was relatively simple.  We 
wanted to recognise in law, 
what was already in practice 
the case.  The OMV was histori-
cally run completely separately 
from BASMOM, but BASMOM 
still had liability for what we 

were doing; understandably 
a situation those running BAS-
MOM were not very keen on! 
 
So, we undertook the Govern-
ance Review, transforming the 
OMV from being a subsidiary 
of the British Association of the 
Order of Malta, into a separate 
company and charity within 
the Order of Malta family in the 
UK. It is hard to overestimate 
the amount of work required 
to make this happen, but as 
a direct consequence of the 
governance review, however, 
in my view our relationship 
with BASMOM has gone from 
strength-to-strength: a won-
derful atmosphere at Walsing-

ham this year; more members 
of the Order attending and 
donating towards the White 
Knights Ball; more members 
of the OMV getting involved 
with the Companions and the 
Knights’ May pilgrimage, and 
much else besides.  

The OMV becoming its own 
entity is a big moment in its 
history and will enable it to 
flourish in the years ahead – as 
I’ve heard someone put it, the 

OMV has ‘come of age’.

On another front, I’m also so 
glad we got the OMV Alumni 
group off the ground.  It cur-
rently has around 16 per cent 
of people who have ever vol-
unteered with the OMV, pro-
viding an easy communication 
means for a future commit-
tee or trustee board and, of 
course, for volunteers them-
selves to keep in touch.  It is 
fair to say that there has been 
a wide variety of posts since it 
started – from videos of Indian 
school children taught to sing 
Rise and Shine (with the ac-
tions, of course!) to someone 
asking everyone’s favourite 

OMV crush.  I’m really look-
ing forward to seeing how this 
group develops!

Finally, a big aim over the last 
four years has been increasing 
the amount of money we raise 
outside the White Knights 
Ball. While we are incredibly 
lucky to have an event like the 
White Knights, I have always 
felt slightly uncomfortable 
about our reliance on it. We 
have come up with a robust 

donor care system and have 
completely re-done the main 
OMV website so that it’s quick 
and easy to give to us. This 
has had the effect of making 
all our fundraising outside the 
Ball more centralised and effi-
cient - we have started to raise 
non-trivial amounts of mon-
ey.  Three years ago, we only 
raised only a small amount 
outside White Knights.  Last 
year, we raised £10k, partly 
thanks to the Lebanon drinks, 
and this year around £5k so far, 
including over £1k per year in 
direct debits.  This has been a 
good start, but there is certain-
ly a lot more than can be done 
in this area. 

"I have always said that the more you 
put to the OMV, the more you get out.  
Believe me when I say that whatever 
I have put in, I have got many times 
more in return.  I feel very lucky to 
have discovered such a wonderful 
charity aged eighteen and even luck-
ier to have been given the chance to 
lead it for four wonderful years.  It has 
been a immense honour and privelege 
to serve as your Chairman and I look 
forward to cheering on the next Chair-
man from the Trustee board. Thank 
you" (AGM Speech 2018)
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How you can help
The Order of Malta Volunteers is a charity run, governed and staffed entirely by volunteers, 
either for one week a year in Lourdes, or the Committee squeezing in the hours apart from 
work and daily-life schedules.  There are consequently no administrative costs, or salaries.  
Any money donated or raised, goes directly to the cause and really does make a meaningful 
difference. 

Hopefully, The Malteser has given some small insight into the work we do.  That we attempt 
to help break down barriers between our disabled guests and volunteers.  That we make 
sure our guests know they are loved, valued and respected.  That although the volunteers 
work incredibly hard, both they and our guests report that the experience is always reward-
ing, great fun and often very moving for both parties.  Once again, as hopefully the various 
articles and hundreds of photographs have shown, true friendships and memories that last 
a lifetime really are made and furthermore, valuable lessons are learnt. 

We try hard to organise our own fundraising events.  The White Knights Ball is by far the 
largest, and is crucial to keeping things running for the coming year.   We are extremely 
grateful to all those who support that event in particular, both on the night and before. Other 
fundraising events include the Autumn and Spring Drinks and the Christmas Carol Concert.   
Eddie Pease in his piece of the previous page, mentions how our website has undergone 
renovation to make donating hassle free, and that a robust donor care system has been 
introduced.  Finally, as ever schemes embarked upon by individual members from the tra-
ditional to the madcap are also greatly encouraged.  We are keen to take initiative, and as 
Eddie says, to seek more avenues throughout the year.

However, donations do remain the fundamental life-giving source for the OMV. Without 
generous supporters and donations we would be unable to continue, providing the unfor-
gettable experiences that touch the hearts of all involved.  Please let this be the year you 
help us continue our work, forging new paths into the future.  Thank you. 
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